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towing the title of justiec of the peace upon
them. To-day in our Children’s Court,
women exercise equal funetions with male
justices, The State in its wisdom has seen
fit to declare women- quite capable of attend-
ing to the duties associated with the Chil-
dren’s Court, an innovation which I think is
in the right direction.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Women are coming
into the legislature, Why not wait until
then to see what they want.

Hon. [, CORNELL: I have yet to learn
what women do not want. We have: heard
it said that women are fit to carry out the
functions which are discharged by hon. mem-
bers. Therfore when we give her that pre-

rogative we destroy any other argument

which we might bring forward. The Pre-
micr has promised that women shall have
equal rights with men, and T am informed
that a comprehensive measure is likely to
be introduced se as to remove all disabilities
which are to-day placed on women, We
have, however, an opportunity in the Bill
before us to say whether we shall exterd
equal rights to men and women in respeet
of appointments to the commission of the
peace. 1 will outline an amendment I pro-
pose to submit if I am in order in doing
80 '

The PRESIDENT: Yes, thongh it is un-
nsual. ’ :

Hon., J. CORNELL: It will be an amend-
ment to Section 6 of the Act, and it will
read—

Section 6 of the prineipal Act is hereby
amended by adding a paragraph as fol-
lows: Women shall not be disqualified by

sex or marriage for appeintment as jus-

tices of the peace. ) .
The Crown Solicitor states that there is
nothing in the phraseclogy of the Aet to
prevent, the appointment of a woman to the
position of justice of the peace, and if we
get the assarance of the other House that
that law as it stands is sufficient, and the
lender of the Hounse on behalf of the Govern-
ment will inform us that women will be
appointed to these positions, I will not press
my amendment, The amendment after all
merely sets forth that the embargoe, if there
is one, shall be effectively removed. There
are innovations in the Bill that are desirable
and are an improvement on the parent Act,
and I commend the Government for having
introdunced the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 9.45 p.m.

. Sabina rivers.
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QUESTION —REFORESTATION,

Mr. NAIRN asked the Premier: 1, Is it
the intention of the Government to commence
sylvicuitural operations and reforestation as
sanctioned in the Forests Aet, 1918, Seection
41% 2, If g0, when? 3, Has a locality for
such operation been decided upon? 4, If ao,
where? §, If asuch sylvieulture and refor-
estation have been decided upon, will employ-
ment, as far as possible, be confined to
returned soldiers? 6, Will suitable homes be -
erected for those employed? 7, If so where?
8, Is it the intention of the Government to
egtablish a forest products laboratory? 9,
If so, whent ‘

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, As soon a8 a
working plans officer.is appointed. 3, Yes.
4, Working plan No. 1 will cover country
from Mundaring to Jarrahdale. Working plan
No. 2 will cover country between Capel and
5, Yes. 6, Yes. 7, Adjacent
to the work, 8 Wo, The Federal Government
will establish the forest products labora-
tory. 9, When the Science Bill becomes law.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL HALLS
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
view of the urgent necessity for making coun-
try life attractive and providing some of the
advantages appertaining to ¢ity life, of which
most country districts are destitute, will he
recongider the Government’s decision, arrived
at in 1914, to shut down on subsidies on the
pound for pound basis for the erection of
agrienltnral halls, as in many instances the
question of providing such funds is beyond
the financial possibilities of the redidents?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS {(for the
Premier) replied: Yes, a8 soon ag the finances
of the State permit. :

)

QUESTION—FPOLICE, PROMOTIONS.

Mr, JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Who actually selects members of
the police force for promotion, the selection
board or the Commissioner of Polica? 2,
Are the recommendations or selectiong of the
selection board recorded® 3, Who makes the
recommendation to the Minister that the de-
cisions of the board be carried into effect?
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4, On what dates did Sergeants Stokes, Ed-
mondstone, and Kingston retire from the
police force? 65, Have their positions been
filled? 6, If not, when will they be filled?
7, Has any other vacancy occurred amongst
the non-commissioned officers of the foree
since the retirement of the three sergeants
mentioned? 8, Who are the members of the
selection board?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
The selection board. 2, Yes. 3, The Com-
missioner of Police. 4, Sergeant Stokes, 30th
June, 1918; Sergeant Edmondstone, 11th
February, 1919; Sergeant Kingston, 2nd Sep-
tember, 1918. 5, No. 6, It is not intended to
fill them, 7, Yes. One last month. 8, The
distriet officers stationed between Geraldton
and Albany,

QUESTION—VENEREAL DISEARE,
PATIENTS,

Mr, ROCKE asked the Premijer: 1, Ts it
a faet that the Comunisgsioner of Publie
Health has reported that there is an increase
in the number of females treated for ven-
ereal diseases during the period of the
operations of the Health Act Amendment
Act, 19189 2, How many females have been
notifie? by doctors or officers of the Depart-
‘ment of Public Health that they muost be
examined? 3, How many were subjected to
3 climical examination? 4, How many were
subjected to a baeteriological examination?
5, How many women have been prosecnted
ander the provisions of the Aet¥ 6, How
many men have been prosceuted umder the
provisions of the Act? 7, What stage had
the disense reached when the average

patients presented themselves at the free -

clinies for treatment? 8, How many femals
patients have returned for further treat-
ment at the free clinies, after having been
onece discharged? 9, How many- girls under
the age of 18 years have been treated in the
State sinee the amended Act became opera-
tivef 10, Have female patients been ecom-
mitted to a prison or othér institution be-
cause of their infection; if so, how many,
and to what institntion? 11, How many in-
feeted prisoners, male and female, Liave re-
ported within three days of leaving prison,
in aceordance with the requirements of the
Actf 12, How many certificates of eure have
been issned fto femalest 13, How many
certificates of freedom from infeetion have
been issued to females?

‘ \

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1.-No. On the other hand
there has been a deerease; the mumber of
females who first came under treatment in
1917 was 251, whereag in 1918 the number
was redueed to 162, 3, Presuming that the
question refers to the operations of Section
2427 of the Health Act, 1911-18, the
anawer s 32. 3, All those persons re-
ferred to in the answer to the previous ques-
tion except five, four of whom were loat
gight of, and -one whose ease is still being
dealt with, 4, Tmpossible to say exactly;
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where necessary, bacteriological tests were
made, in addition to clinical examination. 5,
None. 6, Three, 7, No definite informa
tion is available upon this point except in
the case of syphilis, where the stages of the
disease are differentizted upon the notifica-
tion form; the statistics show that approxi-
mately half the women treated for syphilis
present themselves when the ''disease has
reached the secondary stage, but the per-
centage of women who first come under
treatiment in the primary stage has increased
from 7 per cent. in 1916 te 21 per cent. in
1918. 8, None. 9, Statisties for every year
of age are not being kept, and the figures
asked for can only be compiled with muech
diffienlty. The number of females under
20 years of age who liave been under treat.
ment siice the enactment of Part 9a of the
Health Aet is 81. 10, None have hbeen sent

-to the specified institutions by the Publie

Health authorities, Among the females ad-
mitted to such institutions there are bound
to be some affected with venercal disease,
bat the Health Act containg no power which,
if it were so desired, could be utilised in the
direction inferred by this question. 11, None
have reported to the department; all prison-
ers discharged unewred have been ecommuni-
cated with and direeted to continne treat-
ment. 12 ond 18, These questions pre-
suppose the possession by the Public Health
Department of full particalars of every
cage of venereal disease. The fact is, that
it i3 ouly in cases where a patient bhas dis-
continued treatment, or where a person is
alleged to be suffering from disease that
the Comunissioner has any information
whatever. If a person keeps under treat-
ment until cured, as required by the Aet,
the Commissioner never knows the name, nor
anything else connected with the patient.
Ag patients arve compelled to remain under
treatment until cured the possession of thig
information is not considered to be vital.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Gun Licenses.

Tntroduced by the Attorney General.

2, Midland Railway.

Tutrodaced by the Minister for Railways.

3, Inebriates Act Amendment.

Introdueed hy the Mirnister for Mines (for
the Colonial Seeretary).

-BILL—TRATFFIC,
In Committee.

Resumed from the 4th September; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for Works
in charge of the Bill

Clause 15—Cancellation of license:

Mr. PICEERING: With reference to
Subelanse 2, how does the Minister for
Works intend that the local governing bodies
shall be made cognisant of any disqualifica-
tion of licenses?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
will be part of the mathinery to be con-
trolled by means of the regulations. When
a leense is cancelled, it will be made quite
clear to all concerned.

Clavse put and passed.

Clause 16—agreed to.

Clause 17—Exemptions:

Mr. SMITH: Paragraph (a) will infiiet
a hardship upon those who may ‘be purchas-
ing & motor car or other vehicle. No op-
portunity is Dbeing afforded by this clause
for a would-be buyer to hire a vehicle for
testing purposes, as is the uswal practice.
Under the clanse he would be expected to
take ont a license bLefore so doing. T move
an amendment—

That at the end of paragraph (a) the
following words be added, '‘or that he has
not owned the vehicle for more than three
days.’

. The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: T see no
nocessity for the amendment and do not
think the bogey the hon. member sets up
really exists. Any second-hand vehicle that
is for sale must have 2 license. If the amend-
mentt iy passed it will open up opportunitiés
for trouble. There is no likelihood of any
hardship oceurring to buyers of vehicles in
the event of a case of this kind being brought
before a magistrate. At any rate a trial of
three days for a motor car is altogether too
long.

Mr. SMITH: A second hand vehicle
might be stored in a shed for 12 months
without carrying a license, but if anyone de-
sired to make a trial of such a vehicle he
might be called upon to have a license merely
for that trial. I am not wedded to the three
days and would accept two.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
the amendment is at all necessary.

Bon. W. C. ANGWIN: I fear it is pos-
sible that a hardship may be inflicted in the
country if we stipulate the three days men-
tioned in the amendment. , Would not a mag-
istrate be mors likely to convict if a time
limit was imposed than if none was speei-
fied? In my opinion the clause already pro-
vides all that iz necessary. No policeman
would bring any person to court under the
wording of this clause should conditions
such as mentioned by the member for North
Perth vreally arise.

Mr. HARRISON: The best means any
man would have to protect himself wounid be
his reeeipt for the sale of any vehicle, With
such a document it would then be known
that he had not had a suitable opportunity
of pgetting a license.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. ROBINSON: With regard to para-
graph (b), it has been found in the past that
one dise 18 not sufficient for manufacturers
and traders. The rule is that the City coun-
cil and other loeal authorities allow three or
four dises to traders.  Very frequently a
motor dealer imports 10 or 12 new cars in
one shipload, and if he i3 te have only onme
disc he can only send out one car at a time
for demonstration purposes, and if more than

ong buyer should come along the others, of
course, would have to wait for the return of
the car possessing the only identification
dize. This wouldl canse counsiderable ineon-
venience,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This does not say
that there shall not be more than one.

My, ROBINSON: The implication is there.
I suggest, at any rate, that it shounld be made
clear, and that the number ‘‘three’’ should
take the place of the letter ‘‘a,’’ which
means, of course, that only one dise would
be igsued, The first amendment I will move,
however, is in tha direction of making it
obligatory on the part of the local authori-
ties to issue an identification disc. I mova
an amendment—

That in line three of paragraph {b) the
word ‘‘may’’ be struck out and ‘‘shall’’
ingerted in lieu-

Hon, P, COLLIER: I do not see any need
for the amendment, It is desirable that the
perniissive power should be there.

Mr. Robinson: I am not ao keen about that
amendment as I am ahout increasing the
namber of dises to three. '

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member be-
ligves that the clause will limit the licensing
anthority to isswe one dise te a trader, I
do not read the clanse that way at all. A
trader may have any number of those dises.

Mr. Robingon: Will the Minister say that
that iz his interpretation?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The paragraph states
‘‘a general identification dise or tablet which
may be used for any motor wvehiele.’’ Tt
does not mean that there shall be only one
dise igsmed. A trader may have 10, 15 or 20
under this paragraph.

Mr. Robinson: But somebody may say
that that is not the meaning,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think any
court would place such an interpretation on
the paragraph.

Mr. Robinson: That is 'the interpretation
of the trade.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It says ‘‘a general
dise Whlch may be 1ssued for any meotor
vehicle.”

Mr. Smith: Will the Mmlster say that
that is his interpretation also?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will answer for the
Minister and say that they can have meore
than one dise.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: As I read
the paragraph only one dise will be issued,
T agree it would be unreasonable to confine
& dealer to one dise amd it would be equally
undesirable that we should sllow a dealer to
have an unlimited number. We might allow
three discs for each of which the preseribed
fee of £4 or £5 shall be paid. It is hardly
likely that any dealer will have more than
two cars out at one time,

Hon. P. Collier: He might have half a
dozen. ’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
think he would have that number out for the
purpose of sale.
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Mr. Robinson: The traders will be satis- .
fied with three discs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of course
if large shipmentz shonld come along, the
trader might have a little diffienlty. Still,
I thiuk we might allow three discs on the
payment of a fee of £5 for each,

The Honorary Minister: Not for each.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
motor trade can well afford to pay £15 a
year for these dises.

The Minister for Mines: But the clause
does not say they must pay £5 for each. The
foe ¢an be made £1 by the local authority.

Mr. ROBINSON: I will withdraw my
amendment.

Amendiment by leave withdrawn.

Mr, ROBINSON: I move an amendment—

That in line six the word ‘‘a’’ be struck
out and ‘‘three’’ be imsetted in lieu.
This will have the effect of permitting the
loeal mutherities to isswe three general iden-
tifleation dises or tablets.

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: It might
be advisable to substitute ‘‘one or more’’
identificntion tablets, and limit the number
to three.

Hon. T. WALKER: There seems to be
some misunderstanding as to the meaning of
the words ‘‘identification dise.’’  There
conld be three identification dises.

Mr. Smith: Or different shapes.

Hon, T, WALKER: It is quité absurd.
The dise is the one thing that identifies that
dealer’s property.

The Minister for Mines:
you snggest, .

Hon, T. WALKER: It is like the unm-
ber of a dog license. It identifies that license
ai<! no more. In the circumstances, what is
the good of having two or three identifica-
tions? A man might have a dozen cars.

Mr. Johngton: Then he would pay more
. tlian one license fee.

Hon, T. WALKER: He wonld have some
moans of identifying all his cars by a diac,

The Minister for Mines: That is not cor-
rect.

Hon. T. WALKER:
clanse, it is correct. It is the means of iden-
tifieation. It is the colour or shape of the
particular disc that enables him to use it for
all purposes of identification,

The Minister for Mines: He must have a
dise for each car and each must be paid for,

Hon. T. WALKER: But it would be only
one means of identification.

The Minister for Mines:
wonld have different numbers,
., Hon. T. WALKER: 1t is like having a
brand for cattle.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. T. WALEER: The Minister is put-
ting a false construction on the clause, be-
cause he cannot conceive of having an iden-
tiffeation dise for a particular man’s pro-
perty. The Minister would have a frash
iflentification disc for- each particular car.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Not in the way

According to the-

NOJ. the dises

- turers and dealers in moter cars.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The CHAIBMAN: There is too much: in-
terjecting. [Bach member will have an op-
portunity to refute the hon. member’s argu-
ments.

Hon. T. WALKER: They cannct be re-
futed. The Minister cannot see the differ-
ence between a gymbol of identification and
the dise itself. The whole point is the iden-
tification and that is indivisible. It is a pro-
perty which belongs to all the ears.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no intention under this clause to alter the
exieting conditions applying to manufae-
One motor
dealer may pass 100 cars through his shop
in one year, buf he will not be required to
purchase an identification dise for each of
those cars. He will be able to take out a
license for up to three dises which will have
different coloured grounds, for the pwrpose
of identification not by the general publie,
but by traffic inspeators to show that the car
i8 out for trial and not earning profits. After
one car has been tried, the dise ‘from it can
be attached to another car and the dealer
can eontinue in that way for the whole year,
with each of the 100 cars, The member for
Canning (Mr, Robinson) degires that a
dealer should be able to take out three or
more discs. Dealers have been known to use

an identification disc on a hire ear. That is
absolutely unfair.

Hon. T. Walker: That iz frand.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: TUnder

this clanse we are ecndeavouring to provide a
different dise for identification purposes, so
that the dealer shall be able to purchase one
or more not exceeding three, to use on any
cars which may be out on trial. The only
difference will be in the ground eolonr. Some
will be black, somé white, and others vellow.
Each will be numbered, and the trader can
uge them as frequently as he likes on differ-
ent cars. The owner of a car for hire will
have a dise with a ddifferent ground colour,
and will be able to*use it for one car and no
other. There are different rates for such
gars ageording to the horse power.

Hon. T. Walker: That ia not the point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The trader
will be able to use his diges on any number
of cars 30 long as those cars are out for trial
purposes only. The objeet iz to ennble the
traflic inspectors to identify sueh cars. Tt
is proposed that the trader shall be able to
purchase a preseribed mumber of such dises.

Hon. T. Walker: Just as I could wse my
brand on a whole hard of cattle?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W, C.
Angwin) will understand that the whole
question is what the limit of the specified
number should be.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T know what you
mean, but that iz not what the clause pro-
vides, . )

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then, we
can make the clause convey what we mean
If a local authority permits three dises to be
isstied, each disc would -have to be paid for
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at the preseribed rate which may be £2°10s,
but the three would not be issued for £5.

Mr, Pigkering: I think ths intention of
the niember for Conning is to get the three
dises issned for £5.

Mr. Robinson: o,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN; The Minister for
Mines is confusing the license fee with the
trader’s identification disc. What difference
docs it make whether & trader requires his
identification dise for 100 ecars or for three,
unless this is to be made a means for rais-
ing revenue? Immediately a car passes from
a trader to a purchaser, the license fee has
to be paid. The trader uses the roads only
for testing cars,

Mr. Johnston: Why should not a man
whose business requires three cars to be out
al the one time, pay more than another who
. has only one car out at a time?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Then the hon.
member should move to license traders
straight out.

Mr, Pickering: If 3 trader had 50 cars
ont, he would be tearing up the roads.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: There is a big
difference between a license and an identifi-
cation dise. The more motor cars a trader
sold, the more license fees would be col-
lected by the local authority, but these
fees would be paid by the purchasers of
the ears, 1f a trader had te have a fresh
dise for every car which he tested on the
road, it would pay him to take out a license
for each car and charge it on to the pur-
chase price. That would save the nesd for
the identification dise altogether. It has
been pointed out that some motors are used
specially for hire. But that is a matter for
the inspector. The identification dise is
not a license, but is only to be nsed for pur-
poses of trade, for the trial of a ecar. T
do not know of any place exeept Perth and
Fremantle where motor carg are dealt in at
present. Of course, if a motor has been
licensed for the twelve months, there is o
necessity for a.dise. T maintain the clause
is perfectly clear andl should be carried as
it stands. If we want to tax traders for
carrying on their business, let us do it in
the proper manner, and not as proposed by
the amendment. A man doing a good busi-
ness in selling motor cars would not abjeet
to paying, say, £5 per annum; but the
dealer selling only a car or twe per annum
would object. The object of the dise is to
provide a means of identification, so that a
dealer may test a car without obtaining a
license for it.

Mr. MALEY: I support the clause as it
stands. Tts
Any further imposition of fees on the dealer
. would mean that he would pass them on to
the customer.

Mr. Smith: Suppose the intending cus-
tomer does not buy the ear®

Mr., MALEY: The dise enables a country
purchaser of a car to use the car while he is
taking out a license in his own district. In
my opinion, the provision as to the issue of

intention is perfectly clear.
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a dise covers any number of cars that &
dealer may have for sale.

Mr. ANGELQ: The desire of the miem-
ber for Canning could be met by adding =
provigion that not more thay three cars of
one {ealer should be out with the identifica-
tion disc at one time.

Mr, Smith: Why limi{ it to three?

Mr. ANGELO: I regard three as a fair
number, but the Committee can of course
make it more., However, there should be a
limit, Omne identification dise might be
jssued to each dealer for a fee of, say, £5,
subject to the proviso [ have suggested.

Mr, ROBINSON: I will withdraw my
amendment and ask the Minister to postpone
the further consideration of this clause and
take it in eonjunction with Clause 40, para-
graph (e) of which might be enlarged so as
to eover the subject of this discussion.

Amendment by leave withdrawn. .

Hon. T. Walker: Does the hon. member
suggest that there might be three general
identification discs?

Mr. ROBINSON: A trader may on pay-
ment of an annual fes not exceeding £5
have a general identification dise. That; to
me, means that he is going to have one dise.
As a corollary, it follows that after the
loeal authority has issued & dise to a trader
it has no power to issue him any more dises.

Hon. T. Walker: When you get a cattle
brand, the Government do not issue to you
& fresh brand for every cow.

Mr. ROBINSON: That is quite differemt.
The practice is to issue dises to motor
traders. What is generally understood by
a motor trader’s dise all over the world is
that it is of a particular eolour, say yellow.
A separate dise is not issued for each motor
trader, as in the case of separate brands for
each cattle owmner; and a moter trader is
allowed to have as many dises a3 he likes of
that particular colour—I have instanced
vellow, for argument’s sake. The polica are
notified of the issue of dises to the varioua
traders, and as soon as they see a yellow
dise on a car they know that it is a trader’s
car, and not a private car. I suggest again
that paragraph (e) of Clause 40 might be
enlarged to cover this provision.

The Minister for Works: Let us deal with
this elanse, and then we shall know where we
are.

Mr. ROBINSON: I wanted to combat the
statement of the member for EKanowna., I
suggest the Committee should not allow a
elause to go out to the public when two men
like the member for Kanowna .and myself,
who are reputed to know what they are talk-
ing about, differ as to its meaning.

.Mr. SMITH: Nearly every member who
has spoken has said that the ¢lause is quite
clear, and yet everyone of them has read a
different meaning inte it. My object is to
make the clause so clear that it ghall not re-
strict the trader. The idea is to issue a
general identification disc; that is, & dise for
each particular trader. T consider the trader
should have the right to obtain any number
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of discs. There should be no fee except for
the issue of the original disec, When the
trader pays his fee for an identification disc
he should be entitled to as many dises as he
requires, so that, if he happens to have a
dozen carg for sale and wants t0 send them
all out for trial at the same time, he may
do so. Omnce he has received hig identification
dise he should have the right to make copies
of it,

The Minister for Works: That would not
do at all,

My, SMITH: Why should there be any
restriction of trade in this way?

Hon. T. Walker: It is taxzation in another
form.

Mr, SMITH: It is, In the present irregu-
lar condition of shipping a dozen or more
cars may come to hand in a single ghipment,
yet the Minister “would not allow an imperter
to get rid of his ears more rapidly than three
at a time. Let the fee be what it will, but
let there be no restriction of trade. There
should be a special number and a special
colour for each trader, but no limitation what-
ever to the muitiplication of the dises.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no desire on my part to vestriet trade. The
hon. member said he wonld not worry about
the amount of the fee. Suppose the fee were
fixed at £10 or £20, The result would be
that the amall desler would not be able to
pay the fee, and so the larger dealers would
get all the business. T propose to ask the
Committee to accept two amendments, I
suggest that any dealer would find three dises
ample for his purposes. It would be inad-
visable to allow the number of discs to be
unlimited, even though each copy or dupli-
cate were paid for. No motor car dealer in
this State employs more than three drivers to
gsend ont with trial cars. I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘pounds’’ in line 4 of para-
graph (b) the words ‘‘for each dise
issued’’ be inserted.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Apparently the
Minister has brought down legisiation which
he does not understand.

Mr, Nairn: I have heard that charged
against you.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And I have ad-
mitted it. The marginal note suggests that
the clause provides for exemptions. Yet it
wouldl seem tliat for an exemption one has
to pay a fee.

Mr. Underwood: If you get exemption on
a mine, you have to pay for it.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Not always. In
this case certain traders are to be granted
exemption in order that they may earry omn
their business withont interference. Appar-
ently the Minister does not know the differ-
ence between issuing a license and granting
exemption from a license. In effect the
Minister says to the traders, ‘“We will ex-
empt you from the necessity for having a
license, besanse your cars are ont only for
trial, but in order te recoup the local author-
ity we intend to charge you a small fee for a

-for them.?”’
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general identification dise.”’ ivow the Minis-
ter says he did not mean that at all.

The Minigter for Works: Nothing of the
sort,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN; He now explains
that the traders will have to pay three fees
for one dise in triplicate. He says to them,
¢¢If you require three dises I will allow the
loeal authority to charge yon £15 or so each
That is what the Minister has
said.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
it is uureasonable.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: This is more money

‘than is charged for license fees for motor

ears.

The Minister for 'Works: These dises are
veed on & number of cars,

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: If a motor car
apent only had one dise he would use it
or. more cars than one. At the same time
he wonld not use more than were required
for the purposes of carrying om his business,
This clause will not prevent frand or pre-
vent any of the traders from defrauding the
local authorities, as appears to have been
snggested. I do mot kmow that all traders
are dishonest.

The Minister for Works: Some are,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The Minister is
afraid there are some thieves who trade in
motor ¢ars and he wants to protect the local
anthoritics from them.

The Minigter for Works: Three dises are
not tooc many to pay for,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There should only
be payment for one.

The Minister for Works: We are trying to
improve the Bill,

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Minister is
trying to increase the revenuwe fo the loeal
authorities when there is mo neeessity to do
s0. If the local authority can charge £5
for a tablet to a new owner of a moior ear,
that owner will also have to pay -a licenss
fee in addition. This is not what was in-
tended when the Bill was first introduoced.

The Minister for Works: It zays ‘“mot ex-
ceeding £5.’' It may only be £1.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The Minister evi-
dently thought £5 was necessary or he would
not be moving in that direction now. He
should have held fast to his Bill as origin-
ally brought down on this point, but is
afraid the elauvse as it stands will offend
some of the loeal authorities.

The Mimster for Works: I am not worry-

‘ing about that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister now
wanfs to tax the trader.

The Minister for Works: I wounld tax you
if T hed a chance.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: I am sorry that
remark has been made, It was my intention
to assist the Minister in dealing with this
Bill, hut he is now departing from the origi-
nal intentions of it. I hope the Committes
will do nothing to tax the trader further.
The diseg should be issued at the bare cost

_of doing so.
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Mr, NAIRN: Why is the member for
North-East TFremantle prepared to meet
three or four, or an unlimited number, of
motor cars on the road at the one time but
only charge the same amount of tax for the
lot as wounld be imposed for one?

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Thezse would only be
used on trial®

Mr. WAIRN: The local authorities are en-
titled to revenue from all persons who use
the toads. A car may not be sold at all
after a trial, or may be s0ld in some other

locality than that in which the trial was

made, and the local authority would get noth-
ing. All that the Minister asks for is al-
ready in existence. The traders are satisfled
to pay for onc or meore dises, up to three,
and to pay an amount not exceeding £5.
They are already doing so without protest.
The only voice that has been raised against
the proposal comes from the Opposition
benches. ’

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 pum.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Committee did
not derive much enlightenment from the
impassioned speech made by the member
for S8wan. The hon. member confused every
possible issue. The only object of the para-
graph is to give an exemption to licenses in
particular cases. Where traders are simply
using the dises .for the purpose of effecting
a sale, they are exempt from license.

The Minister for Works: They have to pay
somnething.

Hon. T. WALEKER: Suppose they have;
that is provided for elsewhere. There is no
objeetion to a nominal charge for that, but
to make it of the character of a license is
an absurdity in view of the purpose of the
clause to give exemptions from the burden
of license. The member for Swan waxed
elogquent on the tearing up of the roads by
the ears of busy traders and his vivid imag-
ination, pu:tm-ed our gtreets absclutely
ruined by thase trying to sell motor cars
and he desired that each car shonld pay its
proportion. He may be right, but this is
not the eclause in which to ineclude such a
propogal,

Mr, Nairn: This is the only clanse which
provides that they shall pay.

Hon, T. WALKER: This is not.

Mr. Piclkering: It mentions £5,

Hon, T. WALKER: If the constituents of
the hon. member desired to have their par-
ticular flocks or herds dealt with so that
they might be protected from someone else’s
stoek, or so that they might be 1den:b1ﬁed
what would he do?

Mr. Pickering: Take ouvt g brand.

Hon. T. WALEKER: Is the brand a thing
that ¢an be divided up for each partienlar
beast? Onee the hon. méember has regis-
tered his brand, he has to pay for the manu--
facture of the implement that will nnpose
that brand.

My, Nairn: That does not apply.

511

Hon. T. WALKER: It does apply. The
identification dise is no more than a registered
brand or form. It is the thing that identifies
a partigular trade. This paragraph is to
enable a manufacturer to have his motor
identified. The dises are to be used generally
for the whole of the stock that a trader has
for sale. Thiz haa nothing to do with taxa-
tion,

My, Nairn: What other part of the Bill
then provides for it? I am looking for infor-
mation.

Hon, T. WALKER: Judging by the hon,
member’s dictatorial speech I ghould not
think he needed any information, .

Mr. Nairn: What other parts of the Bill
deal with it?

Hon. T. WALKER: The other parts of the
Bill which deal with taxation, This par-
ticular clause makes exemptions. It exempts
certain people from the necessity for a license
under certain conditions over a certain time,

Mr. Nairn: What is the £5 mentioned for?

Hon. T. WIALKER: It iz as if I wanted
to get a brand for my eattle, and for the
expenditure that is incnrred a fee has to be
paid. I do not see that £56 iz a fair fee,
Oneé identification dise generally applied to all
the vehicles of one trader is all that is
necessary, and would be lesa confusing to
traffie inspectors, Whyl have three when one
i3 sufficient?

Mr. Pickering: But you must have three
dises of a similar des1gn

Hon, T, WALKER: If they are to be of
the same design, why have threef If a man
bas 40 cars, he is not to be permitted to have
more than "three discs. Bach car should be
able to carry a dise with the trader’s par-
ticular design, though he might have 40 cars
on trial at once. It is the design which dis-
tinguishes the trader, not the particular disc.
There is nothing in the clause to prevent a
trader having more than three cars runming
under trial at the same time, 'The trader
might .have 40 out at once.

The Minister for Works: That is not likely.

Hon, T, WALKER: Why not? Why should
we compel a man to limit his chances of
tradet

Mr. Smith: They want him to work Gov-
ernment stroke,

Hon, P, Collier: A stop-gap on ‘‘produee, '’

Hon. T. WALEKER: This is an instance of
the ‘‘producs’’ policy, preventing a man from
expanding his business.

The Minister for 'Works:
sort.

Hon. T. WALEER: Suppose a trader had
five cars under trial instead of three?

Hon. P, Collier: He would have to poatpone
the aala of the other two for a week.

Hon. T. WALEKER: It is absurd. While
the Government try to encourage private en-
terprise, though they bring' foreigners here to
do it, why should they attempt to Limit trade
in this respect? I am not reading into this
clause that it is a ta¥ation provision, or that
the general identification dise means another

Nothing of the
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torm of license, or that it will he a safeguard
againgt fraudulent traders,
The Minister for Works: ¥You are insinu-

ating that. ' ]
Hon, T. WALEER: I am contending
againgt it, This clause is purely to give ex-

_emption ‘to manufacturers and traders, and
we hava no right to presume that they will
use the vehicles for other purposes than trial
when carrying the identification dise, The
argument has been used that traders are not
honest. That is a bogey put up in defence

of the amendment. The clanse iy simple and '

plain, and we should not enforce a means of
taxing a trader according to the numbar of
ears he can place upon the market.

Mr. PILEINGTON: The elause is reach-
ing a state of confusion. I suggest that pro-
gress be reported so that the clause might be
drafted to carry ont the Minister’s inten-
tion, The eclauso Jdoos ro% providé for the
issu¢ of any dise or tablet, whereas the
amendment provides the charge for each dise
issued, This shows the confusion hetween
what the draftsman had in mind and what the
Minister has in mind. I believe the drafts-
man intended, not that the local authority
should issue a dise, but that the local anthor-
ity should assign a distinetive type or form
of dise to the trader, and he would have the
right to use it and, while lawfully doing so,
would be ezxempt from a license, Thig is a
very good example of the confusion which
arises from trying to draft a clause in a
Committes of the whole House.

The Minister for Works: If the word
‘‘isgue’’ were altered to ‘‘assign’’ would not
that meet the easef

Mr, PILKINGTON: It would be still more
eonfuping, because we would then be assign-
ing three distinet designs to each frader.

Mr. PICKERING: The interpretation of
this ¢lause given by the member for Perth
seems to me the correet one, but as repards
the fee of £5 I think the equitable basis
would be the trader’s turngver.

The CHAIERMAN: The hon. member is
not speaking to the amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: I cannot vote for the.
amendment, because I do not think it meets
the intention of the clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know what could be more equitable than the
provision of this clause that the fee shall
not be more than £5. The local authority
could fix the fee at as little as 1s, T have
not been able to gather exactly what the
member for Kanowna ig driving at. The
clause means that & dealer, having before
him the necessity of giving trialy of motor
ears to customers, meeds some -authorisation
to go out upon the highway, for which
purpose he cannot be expected to obtain a
Heense in regpect of every vehicle in his
possession and therefore is to be furnished
with a tablet or disc entitling him to rum on
the highway with his customer. This tablet
or dise being placed on the car shows that
the dealer has authorify to use the highway
with that ear. He can use the dise or tab-,
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let on any car.- An hon. member has asked
why the numbei should be limited to three.
Common sense tells ws that the trade of no
motor dealer in Western Australia is likely
to be g0 large as to require him to use more
than three dises or tablets at a time.
Another member has said that the amend-
ment represents a tax upon trade, but it is
really a payment for a privilege which "re-
presents an assistance to trade. To me the
clouse seems all right, The words I pro-
pose to insert express at all events my mean-
ing. If the legal members consider that the
clavse is not properly expressed, that the

Parliamentary Draftsman has not done his

business, that he has done his work so badly

-a3 to render inadvisable his retention in the

service of the State—

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is not fair. .
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Such
being the view of the Committee, I will act
to-morrow as the delegate of hon. members
and convey to the Parliamentary Draftsman
the high opinion which this Chamber has ex-
pressed of his work, :
Hon. P. Collier: Nomsense !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With a
view to postponing the further consideration:
of this clavse, I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment,

Leave refused.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a pity the Min-
ister for Works should give expression to
such childish and ridiculous sentiments as
he uttered just before sitting down. I think
that before proceeding with the Bill the
Committee should inatruet the Minister. that
he shall not convey to the Parliamentary
Draftsman any imaginary condemnation
passed upon that officer to-night. I have
heard no condemnation whatever of the Par-
liamentary Draftsman; and in my experi-
ence of this Chamber I have never heard a
legal member express himself in more
courteous langmage on the drafting of a
clause than did the member for Perth to-
night. Speaking, T believe, on hehalf of
every member of the Committee, I say that
wo have every confidence in the capaeity of
the Parliamentary Draftsman. The Minis-
ter says the amendment fits with his com-
monsense view of what ought to be. Pre-
sumably the original clanse also met with
his approval when the Bill was drafted. He
muat have been wrong then, or else he is
wrong now in submitting an amendment. I
am surprised that the Minister has moved
the amendment, which seeks to restrict
legitimate trade. He eays the large trader
should pay for the privilege of rumning a
number of cars on the roads. But the run-
ning of the cars is mot trading. The cars
are not run on the roads for hire. They are
ran by way of giving prospective buyers
trials of them. It is absurd of the member
for Swan to say that the man who runs even
half a dozen cars per day for half an hour
on the roads ia causing mueh wear and tear
-of the roads or destroying them. Take the
case of a man who, in conjunction with
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other business, sells motor cars, perhaps dis-
posing of balf a dozen, or fewer, in the
course of the year. Under this amendment
he will be called npon to pay a license fee
of £5, at which figure we may assume the
local governing bodies will fix the fee. That
will be the fee payable by him for running a
car on the road. On the other hand, a trader

in the City may run a moter lorry of 30

horge-power all the year round for a fe¢ of
£4. He may grind down the roads for 365
days in the year for a fes of £4, while the
man who builds a motor-car—an industry we
should be encouraging—has to pay £5 for
the privilege of giving his car a trial on the
road. Where ia the equity of a proposition
of that kind? Moreover, this is a charge
upon turnover. The bhig importer, it is said,
should pay extra. Why!? Simply because
he has a bigger turnover. Why, then, do we
not proportion the charge to all ether trades
in’ the same way?%

Mr, Nairn: The trader who uses two cars
in the City pays for two licenses.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the manufae-
turer’s ear is not on the road for trade. It
ig merely ineldental to his business that he
runs the cdt out for a trial. The Minister,
by his amendment, has departed from the
original intention of the clause.

The Minister for Works: Will it satisfy
you if we give three dises for one fee!

* Hon. P. COLLIER: No. We do not want
a dise at all. Take the case of a small
manufacturer who, during three parts of the
year, sells not a single car. Then, perhaps
in one day, two customers walk into his place
of business. The one he sends out in & ear
on trial, and to the other he has to explain
‘1 have only one dise, and it is already out.
Please eome back to-morrow.’’ Of course
the customer goes elsewhere.

The Minister for Worka:
have three dises for one fee.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad to know
the Minister has change? his mind, but I
think he would have been well advised to
stick to the original clause.

Mr. ANGELO: I think the clawse per-
feetly clear, but I cannot agree with the
Minister‘s amendment, becanse it will pen-
alise trade. 1 will vote against the amend-
ment, and if that is lost I will move another
providing that not more than three vehicles
shall be used on trial at the one time,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One would
imagine some great principle were at stake.
After all, what we require to do is to arrive
at the meaning of the clanse and then aseer-
tain the desire of the Committee. Taking
the clause haphazard, I should say it means
that npon payment of fee, a general iden-
tification dise can be issued to a dealer, and
he can use it wpon as many ears as he is
trying to sell. Some might say he was only
entitled to use it on one car. If it is really
meant that it can be wsed on any number, I
think it would bé quite safe to leave the
clanse as it stands. If, however, it is re-
quired to reduce the number of identifieation
dises—and I am informed that in practice

We will let him
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three would be quite aufficient—we might
made it clear by substituting the word
‘“three’’ in line six. If some hon. members
think that more than three might be re-
quired, or that £5 would be too small a fee,
it would be simple to add words to the
effect that if any dealer requires any num-
ber of dises over and above three, he can
obtain them at the rate of, say, £2 for each
additional dise.

Amendment put and negatived.

. Mr. ANGELQ: I move an amendment—

That at the end of paragraph (b) the
following he added: ‘‘Provided that not
more than three motor vehicles shall be
vsed ot the oné time carrying sueh dise or
tablet.’’

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 18—Existing licenses:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendnient—

That & provise be added as follows:
‘'Provided that all licenses granted be-
for the commencement of this Aet for a
period extending beyond the 30th day of
June, 1920, shall expire on that day; but
the hceusee ghall, on the renewal of his
license, receive credlt for a propertionate
part of the license fee paid by him in re-
spect of the period subsequent to the 30th
day of Jumne.’’

This aniendment is eonsequentml upun that
made previously.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended agreed to.

Clause 19—Traffic Inspectors:

Mr. PICKERING: It is my intention to
move an amendment that in line 1 the word
‘“shall’’ be struck out and ‘‘may’’ inserted
in lleun. I am opposed to the installation of
traffie inspectors by these loeal boards. It
will put 'an additional and undue burden
npon them to insist upon their appointing
these officials.

Mr, NAIRN: I have a prior amendment
to this, It is, **That the clause be struck
out and the following inserted in lieu: ‘‘Sph-
jeet to the comntrol of the Minister this Act
shall be administered in so far as it relates
to the regulation and control of traffiec within
the metropolitan area and such other areas
as may from time to time be proclaimed by
the Governor, by the Commissioner of Police
and members of the police foree.’’ I do not
desire to proceed with the amendment that
is now on the Notice Paper in my name.

Mr. Johnston: On a point of ¢rder, does
thizs amendment eome up for econsideration
prior fo the amendment suggested by the
member for Sussex?

The CHATRMAN: The member for Swan
intends to move that certain words which
will alter the Bill ag printed be inserted. He.
is quite in order.

Mr. NAIERN: I regret T did not have an
gpportmnity of placing this amendment on
the Notice Paper, The amendment is to alt
intents and purposes the same as that on the
Notice Pa.per except that it limits the con-

the clause
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trol of the pelice in the metropolitan area or
such other areas as may he defined. The
intention is that such local aunthorities im-
mediately around the metropolitan area can
be brought wnder the control of the police,
This would make our laws fall into line with
the legislation in the Eastern States in re-
gard to the control of motor traffie. In New
South Wales traffic comes under police con-
trol but regulations may be made by an in-
apector. In Victoria there is & motor-car Act
which is controlled entirely by the Police.
In New South Wales all matters appertaining
to motors are also controlled by the police.
The motive of the Government ay shown by
the 1BBill is to econtrol motor traffic in this
State. The police alone have sufficient num-
hers available to administer sueh a law. T
believe that the local authorities in the
country, however, can deal as effectively
with the matter as the police and in some
ingtances more so.

Hon. P. Collier; Why not have both?

Mr, NAIRN: The Commissioner may have
power to appoint any person as inspector
under the Aet, which means that any repre-
sentative of a local body ¢an be appointed
to the position. The police, however, should
have the master eontrol. Without that, the
whole system would be useless.

Mr. PFOLEY: Will not the hon. member
have to vote against the clause as printed if
he wighes to substitnte another cause for the
whole clause? I may point oot that one
hon. member at least has an amendment to
the present clause,

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Swan
desires to replace an amendment on the No-
tice Paper by this ome. Is that so%

Mr., Nairn: That is my intention.

The CHATRMAN: Then the clanse must
first be voted out. )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: "I hope
the matter will be fully debated. I do not
know that I object to the amendment pro-
vided that the conmtrol throughout the State
is vested in the police. I see ne particular
virtue in econfining it to a portion of the
State. The whole of the traffic of the State
might be regulated by the police.

Mr. Smith: How much more money would
that cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mat-
ter has been sprung upon me and will be
carefolly considered. I may later on agk the
Committee to agree to report progress in
order that I may see what consequent altera-
tions are required in the Bill if this amend-
ment is cartied. T prefer that the police
should control the traffic.

Hon. P, Collier: How is it it is not in the
Bill. You must have preferred the local
aunthorities.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T can-
not be cross-examined like that. The ques-
tion is nmot ome for the Minister to decide
but for the Committee to arrive at the best
deeision.

Mr.
of the Opposition stands for something.
Local governing bodies have eonsidered the

FOLEY: The criticism of the leader.
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Bill. It would hardly we falr to proceed

cwith it straightaway if we are to fake the

control entirely away from them.

Hon. T. Walker: It is a new Bill

The Minister tor Works: If it is a better
Bill does it matter?

Myr. FOLEY: If the Committee agree fo
what has been proposed by the member for
Swan, we will do something which will alter

“the whole Bill.

The CHAIRMAXN: The question before the
Cemmittee ig Clause 19 as printed.

My, FOLEY: That c¢lause gives the local
authorities certain powers. The WMinister
introduced the Bill, but later on stated that
persenally he is of opinion that the authority
should be taken away from the local bodies

-and transferred to the police.

The Minister for Works: Stick to your
argument instead of rambling all over the
shop.

My, FOLEY: I suggest- that the Miniater
should postpone econsideration of this clause
s0 a8 to give the local bodies an opportunity
of going into the question.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: No fear!

Mr. FOLEY: If that is not done we shall
bring Parliament into ridicule.

The CHAYRMAN: 1 have already ruled
the amendment of the member for Bwan out
of order,

My. Nairn: The amendment I moved has
not been ruled out of order.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Swan
moved an amendment to Subelause 1, his de-
sire being to strike out the subclause and to
include another reading ‘fSubjeet to any ex-
penditure or modification in this Aect con-
tained, the confrel of iraffic under this Aect
shall be vested in the Commissioner of
Police.”’ T hold that that will be an abso-
Iutely new clanse and eannot be dealt with
at the present juneture by the hon. member.
The member for North-East Fremantle has
the Chair.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The member for
Swan intimated that Le would withdraw the
amendment for the purpose of inserting a
pew clanse dealing with the econtrol of im-
gpection,

Mr. Nairn: I certainly said I would
withdraw it if the other amendment was re-
ceived,

Hen, P. COLLIER: Do I understand that
the amendment of the member for Swan has
been ruled out of order?

The CHATRMAN: Yes.

Hon. P, COLLIER: And that it will have
to be moved as o new clause®

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Hon. P, COLLIER: May I point out that
if the Committe adopt Clause 1% as printed
then the proposal fo diseuss the amendment
of the member for Swan at the end of the
Bill practically debars the hon. member’s
amendment from baving a fair discussion,
because we will have already adopted the
principle of traffic inspection, and it will not
be competent for the Committee to embrace
that subject. We should then bave an Act
with two conflieting methods of controlling
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the traffic. 1 suggest it would be pertinent
to this clause for the hon. member to move
his amendment now. If we carry the clause
we cannot discuss the amendment to any pur-
pose at the end of the Bill. The clause as
printed and the amendment suggested by the
member for Swan offer alternative proposals
for the control.of the traffie,

Mr, FOLEY: The proper course to adopt
would be for the Committee to consider the
clause a8 it is printed and consider the
amendments which appear on the Notice
Paper, or any other amendments hon, mem-
bers may wish to move. After we have con-
sidered the clanse and amended it to the
point the Committee think right, it will be
competent for the Committee to vole out the
clause and substitute the amendment pro-
posed by the member for Swan.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Swan
desires to have two strings to his bow. We
can only put onme constroetion on the: hon,
member’s firgt amendment, and it iz that.it
should replace Clause 19.

Mr. Nairn: You ruled that out of order.

The CHATRMAN: Yes; then the hon.
member immediately asked me to accept am
amendment to Subelause 1. If the hon. mem-
ber wants to amend Clanse 19 or to strike
it out, it had better be discussed as it is
printed.

Hon. T. WALKER: All the hon. member
for Swan desires can be discussed om the
clause as it stands.
substitution of one form of control for an-
other, but there can be no question that the
hon, member’s amendment is a negation of
the clause as it stands. We cannot have
both, The Chairman is right in saying that
before we adopt that principle we must de-
lete the clause as it stands. The Minister has
proposed one thing in the Bill, and he can-
not depart from: it and be true to his re-
aponsibility. .

The Minister for Works: If we can see
an improvement why not accept it¥

Hou. T. WALKER: You ecannot play
fast and loose.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why do you not
bring in a title and ask us to draft the Bill?

Hon. T. WALKER: Ministers are sup-
posed to bring down measures afier having
properly considersd them and put them into
form, and to be ready to stand by thein.

The Minister for Works: Yon admit the
object of debate.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is to throw
fresh light on a guestion, The Minister says
this Bill is the Government’s proposal and
then he says something else is his own per-
sonal proposal—quite the antithesis of what
the Bill proposes. We begin to wonder whom
we are to hold Tesponsible for the measure.

The Minister for Works: Cannot you dis-
cuss the proposal? It is more important than
I am.

Hon. T. WALEER: The Minister is here
to be discussed.

Mr. Nairn: Is the hon. member speaking
on the point of order?

[21)

‘What he desires is the
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Hon. T. WALEER: 1 admit, Mr. Chair-
man, that T digressed to the Minister’s path-
way of change, gyration and somersault. I
submit that all the principles of contrpl can
be discussed under this measure. If the
House does not lke this method of comtrol,
we can negative it and substitute another,

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Swan
has an amendment on the Notice Paper. I
shall accept it.

Mr. NAIRN: It was stated that the
other evening we had discussed and decided
this question. What we discussed on the pre-
vious occasion was the authority to collect
license fees which is an entirely different
matter from the administration of the Act.
It was decided that the loeal authorities
would collect the fees and issue the licenses.
This amendment deals with the control of
the messure, If the Traffic Act is to be ad-
ministered to give the best results and carry
out the intention of Parliament, it will be
beat administered as in the other States of
the Commonwealth, by the police. T move
an amendment—

That Subclause (1) be struck out and
the following inserted in lieu: ‘‘subject to
any exception or modifieation in this Aet
contained, the control of traffic under this
Act shall be vested in the Commisioner of
Police,”’

Mr. JOHNSTON: The administration of
the measure by the police in a metropolitan
area would probably be a good thing but,
when the Minister for Works suggests that
this should apply all over the State, I can
only express my amazement,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why would it not be

ag fair in the country as in the city?

Mr. JOHNSTON: In the country police
control would be futile and impracticable
unless the force were increased 100 per cent.
We have a fair police staff in the metropoli-
tan aren, but in the counfry districts many of
the large read board areas have ‘no police at
all. Tt is amazing that tbe Minister ghould -
seriously suggest taking the administration
out of the hands of the secretary of the road
board who lives in the distriet and knows
every vehicle in it. Take the district east of
Narrogin. We have the Roe and Corrigin
roads boards which have a secretary and offi-
cials, but there is'no policeman in either. In
the districts west of the Great Nouthern rail-
way we have Cuballing, West Arthur, Mar-
radong, and Wandering road hoards all ad-
joining and having a secretary but not one
policeman resident in aither of those dis-
tricts. It is waste of time to ask the Com-
mittee to consider the amendment. The local
anthorities have proper organisation to do
this work The residents of the distriots
mantioned are orderly and have made no
complaint of the lack of police protection.
The road board secrestaries have heen doing
this work for years and now we are asked to
take the administration of the measure out
of their hands and put it in the handa of
police who live 50 or 100 miles away.

i
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The Minister for Mines: No one¢ suggested
that.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The Minister for Worka
suggested it.

The Minister for Works: I want ome or
the other to control the Aet.

Mr. JOHNSTON: DPolice administration
might be efficient in the metropolifan area
but would be wnsnitable for the country. If
this duty is taken from the road beard seere-
taries, a large proportion of their work
would be gone and there would be no justifi-
¢ation for them drawing their present
salaries.

Mr. MALEY: Even in the districts where
there are resident police, they are occupied
with their own duties. For days and even
weeks at a time, they are absent from their
headquarters collecting stoeck and erop sta-
tistics, etec,  The member for Swan (Mr.
Nairn) wishes to deprive local authorities of
a considerable portion of their revenue by
propesing to pay the police 10 per cent, for
doing the work. I thought ome of the main
principles underlying the Bill was the exten-
sion of local governmenf. Instead of that,
the amendment will restriet local government.
I oppose the amendment,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The police should
take some share in administering this mea-
sure and I suggest adding that it shall be
the dnty of every police officer to aid and
dssist inspeetors in the exercise and die-
charge of their duties and, if commanded by
the Commissioner of Police, they shall have
all the powers of an inspector under this
Act, This would relieve the local authori-
ties in the metropolitan area, but the in-
apeetors of the local authorities could assist
the police a good deal.

Mr. Foley: They do so now,

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: Yes. The member
for Swan (Mr. Nairn) desires that the offi-
cers of the local autherity shall have no say
in the control of traffic. Iif the police take
fnll control of the traffic of Perth alone, the
Minister will require another £2,000 on his
estimates.

The Minister for Mines: We do it now.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The police only
attend to certain ecrossings and that work
costs £1,500 to £2,000 a year.

The Minister for Works: Why should not
the city of Pertk pay for -t}

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: The eity anthori-
ties do pay in other parts of the world. The
Minister has not dealt fairly with the Com-
mittee in that he has not given information
regarding the practice in other States. In
the Eastern States the whole of the faes
collected go to the Government. The Min-
jster for Mines said it should be so here.
but the other States give subsidies towarda
the maintenance of roads, My own prefer:
ence in this matter is for a joint conirel
by the police and by the ingpectors.

The Minister for Mines: That would mean
that the poliee would have to obey the in-
structions of the ingpeetors.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: No; the police
would assist the inspestors; the two authori-
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ties would work in conjunction. I am really
surpriged at the action of the Minister in
charge of this Bill. He embraced the amend-
ment as soon as it was moved. But Minis-
ters are paid to censider Bills before the
meagures ¢ome into this Chamber. The local
autherity is the licensing authority, and in
many instances the inspector would be the
licensing officer; and he would then have
every opportunity of Junowing whether the
applicant for a license was fit to be licensed,
I hope the Committee will vote the amend-
ment down.

Mr. FOLEY: T hope the Committee will
net carry the amendment, in view of the
argument of the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin as to what the road boards are doing.
In Perth the police are not at present doing
the work of traffic regulation, They assist
the traffic inspectors appointed by the loeal
authorities. These inspectors do excellent
work, If that work were placed solely in
the hands of the police, who would adminia-
ter it? The Commissionar of Police. If so,
through whom wonld the Commissioner ad-
minigter i£¢ Through police constables. I
have every respect for police constables,
but for the administration of the traffic
laws of this city greater opportunity for
study of the subject is necessary than would
be available to a man with the multiplieity
of duties assigned to a police constable. The
vehienlar trafic of the city of Perth is con-
trolled quite as well as the vehieular traffic
of any other Australian city. In Sydney the
police have sole control of traffic regulation,
and one of the questions to be fought at the
next State election in New South Wales will
be whether the police are to have anything
further to do with traffic. The position in
Sydney arose out of pique om the part of a
Minister introducing a trafie Bill in the
New Sonth Wales Parliament. Here we
gseem to be running a similar risk. Control
by the police wholly and solely, will mean
less cffective control than by the loeal an-
thority and the police jointly

Mr. ROBINSON: Whils the ¢ity of Perth
is very ahly served by its traffic inspectors,
it hag to be borne in mind that the metro-
politan ares ¢omprises not only the city of
Perth but prebably a total of 20 loeal au-
thorities. The metropolitan area covers the
ground running from the Darling Range to
the ocean. T have been a member of a loeal
authority for many years past, and my ox-
perience has taught me that where the local
authority has power to prosecute for a
thing, and the police have that power also,
the police invariably refuse to gxercise their
power, saying to the loecal authority, **You
do it; we will not do it.’” It is the regular
prineiple with the police. Therefore, if we
give dual eontrol to the police and the local
authorities as suggested, we shall be wast-
ing time, for the loecal authority will be
called upon to carry it out, or alternatively
it will not be carried out at all

Mr. Harrison: How will you do in the
country districtet?
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Mr. ROBINSON: We could define the dis-
tricts. 1 am inelined to agree with the re-
marks of the member for Williams-Narro-
gin, in whose constituency there are no
police at all. I merely agk that there shall
be no dual eontrol. There is no cowntry in
the world that exceeds England for its ad-
ministration of the traffic, which in London
is the wonder of the world. TEven here in
Perth, where the constables do regulate the
traffie, it is very creditably done. But if
we are to have a continuation of the aystem
under which a motor user does mot knmow
who his anthority is, whether the police or
tha loeal authority, the position will be most
diffienlt. If we allow local authorities gen-
erally to administer the Act, no two of them
will administer it in the same way. Apgain,
the motor user, in passing through eountry
districts, will not kuow who his authority
may be. The local authorities have no cen-
tral head. but the police have, and the road
nger will know that the police constitute his
authority. We propose to give very drastic
powers, and therefore those powers should
be controlled through one head. Tn respect
of country districts where there are no
police it gshould be possible by proclamation
to say that the local authority may adminis-
ter the Aect. The guestion for us to solve
jost now is as to whether we want police
eontrol or control by the local authority, and,
further, whether we desire that in certain
districts there should be some of each. If
we make up our minds as to the prineiple
to be adopted, the Minister eould then have
the clouse Tecast by the Parliamentary
draftsman. Let us first settle the principle of
whether there shall be joint control or single
eontrol, 1have an amendment which I should
like to move, but I am afraid it should eome
at the end of the clamse.  Asgsuming the
clange were passed somewhat in its present
form, I would move at the end of the elanse
to add the following words, ‘‘Provided that
within the metropolitan area the regulation
and control of traffic shall be administered
solely by the Commissioner of Police and the
members of the police forece.’’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What with
handing over powers to the Federal Govern-
ment and powers to the local authorities,
presently there will be nothing whatever for
the State Government to do. Hon, mernbers
are apt to lose smight of the faet that under
existing condition the Perth city council
absolutely controls the traffie not merely in
the eity but in the metropolitan-area Re-
cently they imposed & bicycle tax of 2s. 6d.
and straightaway every other local anthority
in the metropolitan area had to do the same.
If the Perth eity conncil makes a provision
in regard to motor lamps all other local au-
thorities have to follow mit. To-day the
control and regunlation of the traffic in the

metrepolitan area is vested in the eity coun-

eil.

Hon, W. C., Angwin: There i3 mo bicycle
tax in East Fremantle, at all events.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Wo have
in Perth a method of handling traffic which
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in a bigger city woula result in the killing
off of half the people. Fanecy passing over
a busy crossing at four miles an hour! If

+a doctor happens to leave his car in certain

parts of the ¢ity area to perform an opera-
tion, he has to leave the operation half way

‘through and go out and remove his car 10

yards to avoid being fined.

Mr. Foley: Quite right too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Listen to
the city father! TIn the metropolitan area
there should be one authority; to-day it is
the city council, but in my opinion it should
be the police. There is no suggéstion in the
amendment proposed by the member for Can-
ning that the police should frame the traffie
by-laws; it is proposed merely that the
by-laws and regulations of the traffic
shall be under their control. It is
difficult to follow all the changes made by
the ecity council to their by-laws. People
who do not live within the city area have
to be familiar with the eity by-laws,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have not read
the Bill

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pro-
per body to control the traffic in the metro-
politan area is the police. Further, the Gov-
ernment should be the body to collect the
fees. We have not provided for this be-
cause it would not be accepted.

Mr. Smith: What would be the extra cost
if the police controlled the {raffic¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not more
than it is now, We do not want men slink-
ing round behind a cab in order to eatch
gomeone who is breaking a hy-law.

Mr. Smith: The police themselvea do
things like that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
direction of the city council,

Hon. P, Collier: If we had a sensible
city council, things would bie very different.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest that the couucillors do not perform
their duties as well as ‘can be expected. The
traffic in Perth requires ecareful handling.
It is becoming more congested every year
and the city council, in their efforts to conm-
trol it, are making by-laws which render the
position more difficult. If the Melbourne aa-
thorities insisted on traffic moving over
crossing at a rate of four miles an howr,
what would happen there? There would be
endless eongestion. In Melhourne, as soon
as the ‘“all clear’’ is given, traffic has to
move along quickly and, if any of it-lags,
a policemanr scon hurries it up, Attention
seeme to be devoted here more to the man
who drives a motor car than to the observ-
ance of the rules of the road. If a man has
a wrong light on his motor %ar, he iy apt
to be brought before the beak by Doggy
White, : ‘

Mr. Foley: You are abaolutely wrong in
running down the by-laws,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Where the
inspector should be giving attention to the
duties generazlly, he pays too much attention
to only one aspect of them, It is absurd to
stipulate that. a doctor’s car shall not be

At the
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allowed to stand for more than 10 minutea.

in front of premises in Perth. The result is
that a doctor has to run out in the middle
of an operation or ‘interrupt a comsultation
in order to move his car along 10 yards.

Mr, Foley: Jt is a fine point to take the

case of a doctor.

The MINISTER -FOR MINES: -T do not
think so. We are continually talking about
the authority of local governing bodies and
we negleet to realise that, in the metropoli-
tan area, we look -to the police to enforee
the traffic regulations, Imagine two imspec-
tors in Perth being able to efficiently con-
trol the traffie. They could not do if.

Mr. Foley: They spply the brains and
tha police do the work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
not like to suggest that there is not & man
in the police forece who has not more brains
than the inspectors. It is evident now who
push the city council in the matter of their
by-laws. Instead of their by-laws being the
outcome of a deliberative body, the couneil
are pished by two imspectors because one
of the civie fathers admits the inspectors
have all the brains. We have to make laws
to suit the general public snd not the city
council ingpectors.

Hon, P. Collier: What about giving three
cheers for the inspectors?

t The MINTSTER FOR MINES: A man
who ean get out of working on a busy day
has brains, :

Mr. Foley: You onght not to say that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am say-
ing what is correct; the hon. member qanuot
deny it. If the man in guestion was in the
police foree, he would have to work on Sat-
urdays.

Mr. Foley:
other ways.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: As we call
upon the police in the metropolitan area to
do the work, we shonld give them some au-
thority. At present ‘we do not. T objeet
to the attitude of the member for North-
Tast Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) in wishing to
hand aver the police foree to the two inspec-
tors of the city couneil

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I do not suggest that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
woulil be the affect of the hon. member’s
proposal. The people who use the roads
ghould be copsidered and they are mot con-
gidered. T wish to see the authority placed
in the hands of those whoe do the work,
pamely, the police force and not the eity
council alone. The police undoubtedly ¢on-
trol the traffic in the metropolitan area. The
memher for Canning (Mr. Robinson) knows
that, no mattef what by-laws the Perth Road
Board makes, he, as a motorist, has to bear
in mind the Perth city comncil by-laws, Tf

He has to make up for it in

the Perth city couneil impose 2 license fee

n bievcles, people living outside the eity
ﬁa.vc? 1:1';r pa.y’ tqm Iiicerm,e to the Perth couneil
before they can enter the city. ]

Tor. W. O. ANGWIN: It is interesting
how one Minister after another demon-
gtrates by his remarks that he does not know
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the Bill. The Bill provides that the Govern-
ment, and not the local authorities, shall
make the by-laws and regulations, and any
by-law of a loeal authority at present in
force will cease to exist. Therefore, the by-
law relating to doetors’ motors will not
apply. The Minister for Mines who controls
the police believes in giving them full con-
trol of traffic. Under the by-laws made by
the Government, not by the loeal authorities,
niembers of the police force may exercise
guch powers and perform such duties of in-
spectors, with certain exceptions, as the
Commissioner of Police may, by a general
special order published in the °‘Gazette,’’
think fit,

Mr. Joley: The Minister for Mines has
not read the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: For one who has not read
the Bill he has done fairly well, .

Mr. Smith: He should certainly he able
to give an unbiassed opinion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do not believe
there is a local authority in. the metropolitan
area outside the Perth city council who
would object to the police taking control of
the traffie, especially if the fines from prose-
eutions are to go to the Government, The
Perth city council would doubtléss object if
the fines were still to go to their revenue.
Some of the offences for which people have
been fined have been very paltry indeed.
I did not suggest that the police should be
ender the local autherity. If the Govern-
ment instructed the Commissioner to issne
the powers according to Subclause 4, we
would impose the duty on the pelice of as-
gisting the inapectors. The Commissioner
can please himself whether he issues the
powers oit not. T[f the clausc stands as
printed, the police would control the traffie
with the assistance of the local inapectors.

The Minister for Mines: Your reading
means that we should have to' comply with
the béhests of the inaspectors.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: The police shounld

"agsist the local inspectors to carry out the

duties.

The Minister for Mines: That wonld he
under the ingpectors’ directions.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Sometimes it is
necegsary to call for police assistance. At
present there is no necessity for the Com-
missioner to igsue powers which the Act ¢n-
titles him to do. The Minister and the
members for Swan and Canning object to
the additional inspectors of the local autho-
rities on the ground that there would be
dual! control. The regulations will be made
by the Minister.

The Minister for Works: Thig discussion
has been so lengthy that I fear I shall never
get a chance to make them.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister must
admit that balf a dozen inspectoras would be

‘better than two. We are fighting for the Bill

which the Minister has introduced, but the
Minister will not help to pass his. own mea-
sure, The (Government elaim to have been
congidering this Bill for three years, but 1
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hope that in future Ministers will read Bills
before they bring them down.

Mr. PICKERING: I join with the menm-
ber for North-East Fremantle in regretting
that Ministers have not given sufficient con-
gideration to this measure. The addendum
suggested by the member for Canning is one
that might well be made,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is not necessary;
it is already in the Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister for Rail-
ways denies that. T shall sapport control by
loeal authorities in outside distriets, and
eontrol by the police in the metropeliten
area. ‘The Minister might report progress
.with a view to submitting a new clanse.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. ROCKE: I move an amendment—

That in Subelause 2, paragraph (a), the
words ‘‘grant’’ and f‘issue’’ be struck
out with a view to the insertion, in
their respective plaeces, of ‘fissue’’ and

“grant."-’

The paragraph puts the cart before the
horse. The words ‘‘grant’’ and.<‘isane '
should be reversed as regards their order.
If the local authority appoints the imspector,
it should be the body to grant the license,
and the inspector should issme it. Under
the Bill the local authority is to take the
responsibility of legal actiom, but it sbould
not have that reaponsibiiity if it is deprived
ot the power to grant licenses.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. DAVIES: Is it clear that an inspector
may withont authorisation from the loeal
body take any legal proceedings$

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The local body must

ive him anthority.

Mr. DAVIES: That means taking the re-
sponsibility away from the local authority
and placing it on the shoulders of the in-
spector.

Mr.,
ment—

That in Subclavse 2 the following be
added to paragraph (b): ‘‘or for any
breach of the regulations thereunder,'’.

The seeretary of the road board would have
no power to prosecute a man for not paying
a license fee, because non-payment of a
license fee is mot an offence as defined by
this measure. Hence the necessity for my
amendment.

Mr. FOLEY: The question raiged by the
member for Williams-Narrogin is one that
would be dealt with in the regnlatigns.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the need for
this amendment? Would it do any good?

Mr, JOHNSTON: Under the existing law
the secretary of a road board has net power
to proscecute, though the police have that
power, and the members of the road board
also have it. My amendment will make it
clear that the traffic ingpector can prosecute.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The clauge as it
stands will give that power to anyone au-
thorised to prosecuie under this measure, be-
cause the measure includes the regulations.

JOONSTON:

I move an amend-

]
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Mr. Jolinston: But the non-payment of a
license fee is a breach, and not an offence.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Is there a distinetion
between a breach of the Act and an o{fence
against the Aet?

Mr. Johnston: Yes, Offences are deﬁned.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Can the Minister en-
lighten the Committee on the point?

Amendment put and pdssed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be mserted at the
beginning of Subelause 4: ‘It shall be
the duty of every police officer to aid and
assist inspectors in the exercise and dis-
charge of their powers and duties, and.’’

The police .authorities do this mnow, but I
think it neeessary to have the matter set out
definitely in the Bill. T have copied the
exact words of an amendment which has
already heen passed on two occasions.
Amendment put and passed.
Mr., ROBINSON: I move an amendment—
That in line 1 of Subelause 7, after the
word ‘‘inspector,’’ the words ‘‘appointed
under this Aet or the regulations here-
onder, not being a member of the police
Foree’’ be added.
My desire is to avoid dual control.

Mr. FOLEY: Suppose this addition ia
made and the proposed amendment is not
earried, what will be the position?

WMr. Robinson: It will not do any harm
to the Bill
Mr. FOLEY: Tt will make the clause a

tidienlous one.
Amendment put and passed.

On motion by Mr, Rebinson, the aub-
clanse was further amended by the addition
of the word ‘‘exercised’’ after ‘‘has’’ in
line four.

Mr, ROBINSON: I move a further amend-
ment—

That the following proviso be added
to the clause—'‘Provided that within the
metropolitan area the regulation and con-

" trol of traffic shall be administered solely
by the Commissioner of Police and mem-
bers of the police foree.’’

Mr. Brown: What is the definition of
‘“metropolitar area’’f
Mr. ROBINSON: I will have to follow

up the amendment with a definition of
‘‘metropolitan area.’’

Hon. P. Collier: That can be defined by
regulation. ’

Mr., ROBINSON: I will add to the pro-
viso thé words ‘‘as shall be defined by regu-
lation.’’

Mr. FOLEY: T oppose the amendment
for the reason that it will prove very coatly
to the State. If Ministers have not been
unanimous in regard to any other portion of
the Bill, they have been unanimous on the
point tha.t £1,500 a year is being paid to
supervise traffic in the city, Has one word

‘been said about the cost, if the whole of the

metropolitan area is taken in? The matter
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has not been given one moment’s considera-
tion., The Minister first said that the local
authorities should have full charge bui as
goon a8 opposition was advanced to that pro-
posal he declared that personally he thought
the poliee should have eontrol. Hon. mem-
bers have been treated with acant counrtesy
by the Minister. In those cities of Australia
where the police have control of areas the
Government pay a certain subsidy to those
areas; they pay no subgidies to any muni-
¢ipality within the metropolitan area. That
being so, one would have thought it would be
the -idea of the Government to economise
still further and that they would have ad-
vanced the argument as to how much bétter
the Act could be administered by the police.
No one has suggested how that comld be
brought 2bont. The question of cost is what
we should consider at the present time and
that has not been considered. Another thing
of value is that the Act will not be admin-
jstered a3 well under the conditions of the
proposed amendment. There are certain
regnlations governing traffic and some of
them, to my mind, are absclntely wrong in
principle, and certainly there are many that
are wrong in detail. But that cannot be
uged as an argument against control by local
authority and as an argoment in favour of
police control. There is nothing in the Bill
to give the loeal anthority a vestige of power
in the way of making regulations. If regu-
lations are to be made they will be made by
the Government, and if it is costing £1,500
a vear to administer them now, it will cost
over £5,000 to administer them in the city
of Perth alone. Many people think that the
. Perth city council inspectors have a glorious
time and do nothing. Those men do really
good work and are rtesponsible for the
safety of the traffiec in Perth,
Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 think they are
most concerned about getting additional rev-
eune through fines.

Mr. FOLEY : Very few fines are im-
posed. Bome of the breaches of the Traffie
Act would bring .in more revenue than they
do if the magistrates would but take a pro-
per view of the offences. The Perth city
council controls the pedestrian as well as the
vehicular traffie. If certain sections of the
traffic are to be brought under the police,
why not take the lott

The Minister for Mines: The coineil will
still get the fees, so I think you had better
accept this as a compromise.

Mr. FOLEY: We will not get as good
ingpection under the police as under the
eity eounecil and, in addition, the traffic will
not be as safe as it is under the local anth-
ority. )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Apparently the
general opinion is that the poliee should take
control in the metropolitan area. T think all
the eontrol necessary is provided in SBubelanse
4. If the Minister desires to have police in-
spectors they car be appointed, and the in-
spectors under the loeal anthority can assist
them,
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Mr, PILKTNGTON: I oppose the amend-
ment, which would put the regulation of the
traffic in the metropolitan area solely under
the police. Apart from my not agreeing with
the principle, I think the amendment should
not be thrown at the Committee suddenly
without opportunity being afforded for con-
sidering its effect in relation to the rest of
the Bill. The Bill puts the control of these
matters in the hands of the local authority.
We are now asked in a moment to decide
that there shall be included a provision pro-
viding that the whole of the control of the
triffic of the metropolitan area shall be in
the hands of the police. No one can say
off hand what the effect of that provision
will be. It is a most extraordinary place
in which to put the amendment, for the
regulation of traffic is dealt within the next
part of the Bill, Part IV. If such a pro-

vigo is to be inserted, I snggest that we have

some opportunity of considering its effeet,
which may be very far-reaching. T see no
reason why the control of traffic should not
remain in the hands of the loeal authorities,

23 it was contemplated it would be when the

Bill was brought down. It puts the Com-
mittee in a diffienlt position for the Govern-
ment to introduce a Bill providing for the
control of traffic to be in the hands of the
leeal authorities and then suddenly ask us
to agree to a provision that that control in
the metropolitan area should be taken out
of the hands of the local authority.

Mr. FOLEY: When the Traffic Bill was
previously before the House, some of the
memhbers who now support controi by the
police voted against that prineiple.

Mr. Smith: Who were they?

Mr. FOLEY: The Minister for Mines for
one,

The Minister for Mines: Look at the ex-
perience I have gmined since.

Mr. PFOLEY: Every member of the Sead-
dan Government favoured the local authori-
ties having control, and not ome of them
has told vs why he has changed his opinion,

Hon. P, Gollier: T havé lost faith in the
city council ginee.

Mr. ROBINSON: The proposed police
control was suggested by the member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn) immediately after tea,
and has not heen sprung upon the House at
the eleventh hour. The member for Swan
has anticipated ome of the aobjections of the
member for Perth (Mr, Pilkington) by pro-
posing that 10 per cent. of the license fees
collected® shall be paid to the police for
their services. It may also be necessary to
consider the destination of the fines for
offences. Presumably they will go to the
Government and be credited to the police.
My amendment goes to the root of the
whole matter and stipulates that eontrol in
the metropolitan area shall be by the police,
as in the case of every metropolitan grea in
the world except Perth.

- Mr. SMITH: The member for Canning
(Mr. Robingon) should have mentioned that
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the police in the Old Country are under the
control of the local authorities, That puts
a very different complexion on the matter.
Here the police are nnder the control of the
Government. , :

Mr. Robinson: Surely you do not approve
of control by the city council,

Mr, SMITH: We are entitled to have
from the Minister in c¢harge of the Bill very
good reasons for departing from the present
system, No such reasons have been given by
any member and, until they are forthcoming,
I shall support administration by the local
suthorities. One reason why we should not
appoint the police is that it will entail in-
ereased cost to the coumtry. ’

The Minister for Mines: There will be no
inereased cost, ‘

Mr. SMITH: We have heard similar state-
menty before. .

Hon. W. C. Angwiii: It will cost £5,000.

Mr. SMITH: The police control of the
traffic at four points in the City is costing
£1,500 per anmum. If the control of the
metropolitan area is placed in the hands of
the police— .

The Minister for Mines: Youn do not sog-
gest that a policeman would be stationed at
every cornerf

Mr. SMITH: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
quired at Fremantle. |

The Minister for Mines: Where are the
inspectors stationed at present?

Mr., SMITH: They move all over the
place. If the police administer the Act,
greatly inercased cost will be incurred. If
the assistance of the police is required, power
is given under Clauses 4 and 5.

Mr. OLoghlen: The Minister for Works
does not support the amendment.

Mr. SMITH: He is supporting every
amendment which is being proposed.  Offi-
cers specially appointed to carry out this

Three will be re-

work are more likely to do it efficiently than -

are policemen, who have a hundred and one
other duties to perform. I trust the amend-
ment will-nét be carried, ’

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—.

Ayes 20
Noes 14
Majority for 6
. AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Maley
Mr., Draper Mr. Mopey
Mr. Dui Mr. Nairn
Mr, Durack Mr. Pickering
Mr., George Mr, Piesse
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Robinson
Mr. Hatrison Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott . Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston ' Mr. Willmott
Sir H, B. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
(Teller.)

521
NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Brown Mr. Pilkington
Mr., Chesson Mr. Rocke
Mr. Colller | Mr, Smith
Mr. Foley ) Mr. Troy °
Mr. Lambert "Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
' (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.‘
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Progress reportad.

MESSAGE~ASSENT TO SUPPLY
BI

l\gessage from the Governor received and
rend assenting to Supply Bill (No. 1
£1,561,000. (o 1

House adfjourned at 10.59 p.m.

Legislative Council,
ch?aesda._y, 10th ‘September, 1919,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

* pm., and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION—RAILWAY TRUCKS
: SHORTAGE.

Hon. A. H. PANTON (West) [4.35]: I
wish to move the adjournment of the House
on a matter of nrgency.

The PRESIDENT: T have received a
commuhication from the hon. member stating
that he wishes to bring under the notice of
the Chamber a matter of urgency regarding
the shortage of railway trucks at Fremantle.
The urgency of this matter requires testi-
mony by four members rising in their places
in gupport thereof.



