
[9 SF.PTESMBER, 1919.]10

towing the title of justice of the peace upon
them. To-day in our Children's Court,
womeon exercise equal functions with male
justices. The State in its wisdom has seen
fit to declare women quite capable of attend-
ing to the duties associated with the Chl-
dr-eit's Court, an innovaiion which I think is
in the right direction.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Women are coming
into the legislature. Why not wait until
then to wee what they want.

Hon. T. CORN-ELL: I hate yet to learn
wh~at women do not want. We have, heard
it said that women are fit to carry out the
functions which are discharged by hon. mem-
bers. Therfore when we give her that prol-
rogative we, destroy any ot~er argument
which we might bring forward. The Pre-
mier hase promised that women shall have
equal rights with men, and I aml informed
that a comprehensive measure is likely to
be introduced so as to remove all disabilities
which are to-day placed on women. We
have, however, an opportunity in the Bill
before us to say whether we shall extend
equal rights to men and women in respect
of appointments to the commission of the
peace. I will outline anl amendment I pro-
pose to submit if I amn in order in doing
so.

The PRESIDENT: Yes, though it is un-
usual.

Eion. J. CORNELL: It will be an amend-
ment to Section 6 of the Act, and it will
rend-

Section 6 of the principal Act is hereby
amended by adding a paragraph as fol-
lows: Women shall not be disqualified by
sex or marriage for appointment as ills-~
tices of the peace.

The Crown Solicitor states that there is
nothing in the phraseology of the Act to
prevent the appointment of a woman to the
position of justice of the peace, and if we
get the assurance of the other House that
that law, as it stands is sufficient, and the
leader of the House on behalf of the Govern-
ment will inform us that women will be
appointed to these positions, I will not press
my amendment. The amendment after all
merely sets forth that the embargo, if there
is one, shall be effectively removed. There
are innovations in the Hill that are desirable
and are an improvement on the parent Act,
and I commend the Government for having
introduced the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 9.40 P.14.
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QUESTION-REFORESTATION.
Mr. NAIRN asked the Premier: 1, Is it

the intention of the Government to commence
sylvicultural operations and reforestation as
sanctioned in the Forests Act, 1918, Section
41? 2, If so, when? 8, Hasl a locality for
such operation been decided upon? 4, If so,
where? 6 , If such sylviculture and ref or-
estation have been decided upon, will employ-
menrt, as far as possible, be confined to
returned soldiersf 6, Will suitable homes be
erected for those employed? 7, If so where?
8, Is it the intention of the Government to
establish a forest products laboratory! 9,
If so, when?I

THE MINISTR FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, As soon as a
working plans officer. is appointed. 3, Yes.
4, Working plan No. 1 will cover country
from Murdaring to Jarralidale. Working plan
No. 2 will cover country hetweeni Capel and
Sabina rivers. 5, Yes. 6, Yes. 7, Adjacent
to the work. 5, No. The Federal Government
will establish the forest products labora-
tory. 9, When the Science Bill becomes law.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL HALLS,
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
diew of the urgent necessity for making count-
try life attractive and providing some of thre
advantages appertaining to city life, of which
most country districts are destitute, will he
reconsider the Government'Is decision, arrived
at in 1914, to shut down on subsidies on the
pound for pound basis for the erection of
agricultural halls, as in many instances the
question of prodiding such funds is beyond
the financial possibilities of the residents!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: Yes, as soon as the finances
of the State permit.

QUESTION-POLICE, PROMOTION S.
Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, Who actually selects members of
the police force for promotion, the selection
board or the Commissioner of Police? 2,
Are the recommendations or selections of the
selection board recorded? 8, Who makes the
recommendation to the Minister that the de-
cisions of the board be cardied into effect?
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4, On what dates did Sergeants Stokes, Ed-
moafistone, and 'Kingston retire from the
police force V 5, Have theirf positions been
filled? 6, I not, when will they be filled V
7, Has any other vacancy occurred amongst
the non-commissioned officers of the force
since the retirement of the three sergeants
mentioned? 8, Who arc the members of the
selection board?

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES replied- 1,
The selection board. 2, Yes. 3, The Coin-
missioner of Pollee. 4, Sergeant Stokes, 30th
June, 1918; Sergeant Edmonfistone, 11th
February, 1919; Sergeant Kfingston, 2nd Sep-
tember, .1918. 5, No. 6, It is not intended to
fill them, 7, Yes. One last month. 8, The
district officers stationed' between Geraldton
and Albany.

QUESTION-VENEREAL DISEASE,
PATIENTS.

Mr. ROCKE asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that the Commissioner of Public
Health has reported that there is an increase
in the number of femnales treated for ven-
ereal diseases during the period of the
operations of the Health Act Amendment
Act 1918 1 2, How many females have been
notified by doctors or offcers of the Depart-
mient of Public Health that they must be
examined? 3, How many were subjected to
a clinical Pexamiation? 4 , How ma~ny were
subi eated to a bacteriological examination?
5, How many women have been prosecuted
under the provisions of the Act? 6, How
inny men' have been prosecuted under the
provisions of the Act? 7, -What stage bad
the disease reached when the average
patients presented themselves at the free
clinics for treatment? 8, How many femrale
patients have returned for further treat-
nment at the free clinics, after having been
once discharged? 9, How many, girls under
the age of 18 years have been treated in tim
State since the amended Act became opera-
tive! 10, Have feuinle. patients been corn-
initted to a prison. or other institution be-
cause of their infection; if so, how many,
and to what institution? 11, Hlow man y in-
fected prisoners, male and femnale, have re-
ported within three days of leaving prison,
in accordance wvith the requirements of the
Act? 12, How many certificates of cure have
been issued to females! IR, How many
certificates of freedom from infection have
been Issued to females?

The -MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1.-No. On the other hand
there has been a decrease; the nnmber of
females who first came under treatment in
1917 was 2.51, whereas in .1918 the number
was reduced to 1.62.. 2, Presuming that the
question refers to the operations of Section
242j of the Health Act, 1911-18, the
answer is 32. 3, All those persons re-
ferred to in the answer to the previous ques-
tion except five, four of whomn were lost
sight of, and -one whose case is still being
dealt with. 4, Impossible to say exactly;

where necessary, bacteriological -tests ivere
made, in addition to clinical examination. 5,
None. 6, Three, 7, No definite informa.
tion is available upon this point except ini
the case of syphilis, where the stages of the
disease are differentiated upon the notifica-
tion form; the statistics show that approxi.
mately half the women treated for syphilis
present themselves when the disease has
reached the secondary stage, but the per.
centage. of wvomen who first come under
treatment in the primary stage has increased
from 7 per cent. in 1916 to 21 per cent. in
1918. 8, None. 9, Statistics for every year
of age are not being kept, and the-'figures
asked for can only be compiled with much
difficulty. The number of females under
20 years of age who have been uinder treat-
mieat since the enactment of Part 9a of the
Health Act is 81. 10, None have been scat
to the specified institutions by the Public
Health authorities. Among the females ad-
mitted to such institutions there are boend
to be some affected with venereal disease,
but the Health Act contains no power which,
if it were so desired, could be utilised in the
direction inferred by this question. 1.1, None
have reported to the departmnent; al] prison-
ers discharged uncored have been communi-
cated with and directed to con tinne treat-
ment. 12 and 18, These questions pre-
suppose the possession by the Public Health
Department of full particulars of every
case of venereal disease. The fact is, that
it is ouly in cases where a patient has die-
eon tinned treatment, or where a. person is
allegedI to be suffering from disease that
the COnimissioner has any information
whatever. If a person keops Linder treat-
ment until cured, as required by the Act,
the Commissioner never knows the name, nor
anything else connected with the patient.
As patients arc compelled to remain Linder
treatment until cured the possession of this
information is not considered to be vital.

BIELLS (3)-PTRST READING.
1, Gutn Licenses.
Introduced by the Attorney Geaeral.
2, Midland Railway.
Introduced by the Minister for Railways.
.1, Inebriates Act Amendment.
Introduced hy the Minster for Mimnes (for

the Colonial Secretary).

.8ILL-T.RAFIC.
In Conmnittee.

Resumed fromh the 4th September; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for Works
in chargae of thle Bill.

Clause 15-Cancellation of license:
Mr. rICIIERE\NG: With reference to

Subelause 2, how does the Minister for
Works intend that the local governing bodies
shall he made cognisant of any disqualifica-
tion of licenses V
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
will be part of the machinery to be con-
trolled by mneans of the regulations. When
a license is cancelled, it will be made quite
clear to all concerned.

Clause put Bnd passed.
clause 16-agreed to.
Clause 17-Exemptions:
Vr. SMITH: Paragraph (a) will inflict

a hardship upon those who may be purchas-
ing a motor car or other vehicle. No op-
portunity is being afforded by this clause
for a would-be buyer to hire a vehicle for
testing purposes, as is the usual practice.
Under the clause he would be expected to
take out a license before so doing. I move
an amendment-

Thatt at the end of paragraph (a) the
following words be added, ''or -that he has
not owned the vehicle for more than three
days.''
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I see no

necessity for the amendment and do not
think the bogey the bon. member sets up
really exists. Any second-hand vehicle that
is for sale must have a license. If the amnend-
went is passed it will open up opportunities
for trouble. There is no likelihood of any
hardship occurring to buyers of vehicles in
the event of a case of this kind being brought
before a magistrate. At ay rate a trial of
three days for a motor ear is altogether too
long.

Mr. SMITH: A second hand vehicle
might be stored in a shed for 12 months
without carrying a license, bunt if anyone de-
sired to make a trial of such a vehicle he
might be called upon to have a license merely
for that trial. I am not wedded to the three
days ad would accept two.

The Miuister for Works: I do not think
the amendment is at all necessary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I fewa it is pos-
sible that hardship may be inflicted in the
country if we stipulate the three days men-
tioned in the amendment. . Would not a mag-
istrate be more likely to convict if a time
limit was imposed than if none was speci-
fiedl In my opinion the clause already pro-
vides all that is necessary. No policeman
would bring amy person to court under the
wording of this clause should conditions
such as mentioned by the member for North
Perth really arise.

Mr. HARRISON: The best means any
mnin would have to protect himself would be
his receipt for the sale of any vehicle. With
such a document it would then be known
that he had not had a suitable opportunity
of. getting a license.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. ROBINSON: With regard to para-

graph (b), it has been found in the past that
one disc is not suifficient for manufacturers
and traders. The rule is that the City Coun-
cil and other local authorities allow three or
four discs to traders. Very frequently a
motor dealer imports 10 or 12 new ears in
one shipload, and if he is to have only one
disc he can only send out one ear at a time
for demonstration purposes, and if more than

one buyer should come along the others, of
course, would have to wait for the return of
the car possessing the only identification
disc. This would cause considerable imean-
veflience.

Hon. WV. C. Angivin: This does not say
that there shall not be more than one.

Mr. ROBINSON: The implication is there.
I suggest, at any rate, that it should be made
clear, and that the number ''three'' should
take the place of the letter ''a,'' which
means, Of course, that only one disc would
be issued. The first amendment I will move,
however, is in the direction of making it
obligatory on the. part of the local authori-
ties to issue an identification disc. I move
ain amendment-

That in line three of paragraph (b) the
word ''may'' be struck out and ''shall''
inserted in lieat
Hon. P1. COLLIER: I do not see any reed

for the amendment. It is desirable that the
p~ernmissive power should be there.

Mr. Robinson: I am not so keen about that
amiendment Bs I am about increasing the
number of discs to three.'

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member be-
lieves that the clause will limit the licensing
authority to issue one disc to a trader. I1
do not read the clause that way at all. A
trader may have any number of those discs.

Mr. Rob~inson: Will the Minister say that
that is his interpretation?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The paragraph states
''a general ideutification disc or tablet which
may be used for ay motor vehile.'' It
does not mean that there shall be only one
disc issued. A trader may. have 10, 15 or 20
under this paragraph.

Air. Robinson: But somebody may say
that that is not the meaning.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think any
court would place such an interpretation on
the paragraph.

MT. Robinson: That is -the interpretation
of the trade.

Horn. P. COLLIER: It says "a general
disc which may be issued for ay motor
vehicle."I

Mr. Smith: Will the Minister say that
that is his interpretation also9

Hon. P. COLLIER: I wvill answer for the
Minister and say that they can have mere
than one disc.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As I read
the paragraph only one disc will be issued.
I agree it would be unreasonable to confine
a dealer to one disc and it would be equally
undesirable that we should allow a slealer to
have an unlimited number. We might allow
three discs for each of which the prescribed
fee of £4 or £:5 shall be paid. It is hardly
likely that any dealer will have more than
two ears out at one time.

Bon. P. Collier: He might have half a
dozen.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think he would have that number out for the
purpose of sale.



508 (ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Robiniont The traders will be satis-
fled with three discs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of course
if large shipments should come along, the
trader might have a little difficulty. Still,
I think we might allow three discs on the
payment of a fee of £5 for each.

The Honorary Minister: Not for each.
The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: The

mnotor trade can well afford to pay £15 a
year for those discs.

The Minister for Mines: But the clause
does not say they must pay £5 for each. The
fee can be mnade £1I by the local authority.

Mr. ROBINSON: I will withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr, ROBINSON: I move an amendment-
That in line six the word. I be struck

out and "'three" be insetted in lieu.
This will have the effect of permiitting the
local authorities to issue three general iden-
tification discs or tablets.

The MITNTSTER FOR WORKS: It might
be advisable to substitute "'one or mare''
identifiention tablets, and limit the number
to three.

Hon. T. WALKER: There seems to be
sonle misunderstanding as to the mleaning of
tho wordIs ''identification disc." There
could be three identification discs.

Mr. Smith:- Or different sha "pes.
Hon. T. WALKER: It is quite absurd.

The dlisc is the one thing that identifies that
dealer 's property.

Thu Minister for Mines: Not in the way
you suggest.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is like the num-
ber of a, dog license. It identifies that license
and no more. In the circumnstances, what is
the good of having two or three identiflca-
tions? A wian might have a dozen cars.

Mr. Johnston: Thfen he would pay more
titan one license fee.

lon. T. WALICER: Hre would have some
mesvas of identifying all his cars by a disc.

The M'iinister for Mines: That is not cmr-
rmet.

Hon. T. WALKER: According to the.
clause, it is correct. It is the means of iden-
tification. It is the colour or shape of the
particular disc that enables him to use it for
all purposes of identification,

The Minister for Mines: He mist have a
disc for echd car and each must be paid for,

Hon. T. WALKER: flat it would be only
one mleaus of identification.

The Minister for Mines: No, the discs
would have different numbers.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is like having a
brand for cattle.

The Minister for Mines: No.
Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister is put-

ting a false construction on the clause, be-
cause he cannot conceive of having an iden-
tification disc for a particlar man's pro-
perty. The Minister would have a fresh
identification disc for. each particular car.

The Minister for Mines: NO.,

The CHAIRMAN: -,Ihere is too much -in-
terjecting. 'Each member will have an op-
portunity to refute the bon. member's argu-
ments.

H~on. T. WALKER: They cannot be re-
futed. The Minister cannot see the differ-
ene between a symbol of identification and
the disc itself. The whole point is the iden-
tification and that is indivisible. It is a pro-
perty which 'belongs to all the cars.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no intention under this clause to alter the
existing conditions applying to manuface-
turers ad dealers in motor cars. One motor
dealer may pass 100 ears through his shop
in one year, but he will not be required to
purchase n identification disc for each of
those cars. He will be able to take out a,
license for up to three discs which wvill have
different coloured grounds, f or the purpose
of identification not by the general public,
but by traffic. inspectors to show that the car
is out for trial and not earning prolits. After
one car has been tried, the disc from it can
be attach'ed to an other car and the dealer
can continue in that way for the whole year,
with each of the 100 ears. The member for
Canning (Mr. Robinson) desires that a
dealer should be able to take out three or
more discs. Dealers have heen known to use
an identification disc on a hire car. That is
absolutcly unfair.

Hon. T. Walker: That is fraud.
The_ MINISTER FOR MINES: Under

tmis clause we are endeavonring to provide a6
different disc for identification purposes, so
that the dealer shall be able to purchase one
or monre not exceeding three, to use on any
ears which may be out on trial. The only
difference will be in the grounid colour. Some
will be 'black, somd white, and others yellow.
Each will be numbered, and the trader can
uise them as frequently as he likes on differ-
ent cars. The owner of a car for hire will
have a dilsc with a different ground colour,
and will be able touse it for one car aid no
other. Th~eme are different rates for such
ears according to the horse power-.

Hen. T. Walker: That is not the point.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The trader

will be able to use his discs on any number
of cars so long as those cars arc out for trial
purposes only. The object is to enable the
traffic inspectors to identify such ears. It
is proposed that the trader shall be ahle to
purchase a prescribed number of such discs.

Hon. T. Walker: Just as I could use my
brand on a whole herd of cattle?

The MIENISTER FOR MINES: The miem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) will understand that the whole
question is what the limit of the specified
number should be.

Hon. WI. 0. Angwin: I know what you
mean, but that is not what the clause pro-
vides.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then, WE
can make the clause convey what we mean
If a local authority permits three discs to bc
issued, each disc would -have to be paid fai
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at the prescribed rate which may be £2 l0s.,
but the three would not be issued for £5.

Mr. Pickering: I think the intention of
th6 member for Canning is to get the three
discs issued for £5.

Mr. Robinson: No.
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister for

Mines is confusing the license fee with the
trader's identification disc. What difference
does it manke whether a trader requires his
identification disc for 100 cars or for three,'unless this is to be made a means for rais-ing revenue I Immediately a car passes from
a trader to a purchaser, the license fee has
to be paid. The trader uses the roads only
for testing cars.

Mr. Johnston: Why should not a man
whose business requires three cars to be out
at the one time, pay more tha another who
has only one car out at a Htiel

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Then the bon.
member should move to license traders
straight out.

MKr. Pickering: If a trader had 50 ears
out, hie would be tearing up the roads.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is a big
difference between a license and an identifi-
cation disc. The more motor cars a trader
soldl, the more license fees would be col-
lected by the local authority, but these
fees would be paid by the purchasers of
the cars. If a trader had to have a fresh
disc for every car which he tested on the
road, it would pay him to take pt a license
f or each ear and charge it on to the pur-
chase price. That would save the need for
the identification disc altogether. It has
been pointed out that somse motors are used
specially for hire. Hut that is a matter for
the inspector. The identification disc is
not a license, but is only to be used for pur-
poess of trade, for the trial of a car. I
do not know of any place except Perth and
Frcenantle whore motor cars are dealt in at
present. Of course, if a motor has been
licensed for the twelve months, there is no
necessity for a disc. I maintain the clause
is perfectly clear and should be carried as
it stands. If we want to tax traders for
carrying on their business, let us do it in
the proper manner, and not as proposed by
the amendment. A man doin~g a good busi-
ness in selling motor cars would not object
to paying, say, £5 per annum; but the
dealer selling only a car or two per annuma
would object. The object of the disc is to
provide a means of identification, so that 9
dealer nmfy test a car without obtaining a
license for it.

Mr. MALEY: I support the clause as it
stands. Its intention is perfectly clear.
Any further imposition of fees on the dealer
would mean that he would pass them on to
the customer.

Mr. Smith: Suppose the intending cus-
tomer does not buy the cart

Mr. MAL4EY: The disc enables a country
purchaser of a car to use the car while he is
taking out a license in his own district. In
my opinion, the provision as to the issue of

a disc covers any number of cars that a
dealer may have for sald.

Mr. ANGELO: The desire of the mem-
her for Canning could be met by adding a
piovision that not more than three ears of
one dealer should be out with the identifica-
tion disc at one time.

Mr. Smith: Why limit it to thrcee
Mr. ANGELO: I regard three as a fair

number, but the Committee canl of course
make it more. However, there should be a
Limit. One identification disc might be
issued to each dealer for a fee of, say, £5,
subject to the proviso t have suggested.

Mr. ROBLNSON: I will withdraw liy
amendnment and ask the Minister to postpone
the further consideration of this clause and
take it in con1junction with Clause 40, para-
graph (e) of which might be enlarged so as
to cover the subject of this discussion.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Hon. T. Walker: Does the hon. member

suggest that there might be three general
identification discsl

Mr. ROBINSON: A trader may on pay-
ment of an annual fee not exceqding £5
have a general identification disc. That, to
me, means that he is going to have one disc.
As a corollary, it follows that after the
local authority has issued a disc to a trader
it has no power to issue him any more discs.

Hon. T. Walker: When you get a cattle
brand, the Government do not issue to you
a fresh brand for every cow.

Mr. ROBINSON: That is quite different.
The practice is to issue discs to motor
traders. What is generally understood by
a motor trader's disc all over the world is
that it is of a particular colour, say yellow.
A separate disc is not issued for each motor
trader, as in the case of separate brands for
each cattle owner; and a motor trader is
allowed to have as many discs as he likes of
that particular colour-I have istanced
yellow, for argument's sake. The police are
notified of the issue of discs to the various
traders, and as soon as they see a yellow
disc on a ear they know that it is a trader 's
cal-, and not a private car. I suggest again
that paragraph (e) of Clause 40 might be
enlarged to cover this provision.

The Minister for Works: Let us deal with
this clause, and then -we shall know where we
are.

Mir. ROBINSON: I wanted to combat the
statement of the member for Kanowna. I
suggest the Committee should not allow a
clause to go out to the public when, two men
like the member for Knanowna and myself,
who are reputed to know what they are talk-
ing about, differ as to its meaning.

.Mr. SMITH: Nearly every member who
has spoken has said that the clause is quite
clear, and yet everyone of them has read a
different meaning into it. My object is to
make the clause so clear that it shall not re-
strict the trader. The idea is to issue a
general identification disc; that is, a disc for
each particiu trader. I consider the trader
should have the right to obtain any number
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of discs. There should be no fee except for
the issue of the original disc. When the
trader pays his fee for an identification disc
he should be entitled to as many discs as he
requires, so that, if he happens to have a
dozen cars for sale and wants to send them
all out for trial at the same time, he may
do so. Once be has received his identification
disc he should have the right to make copies
of it.

The Minister for Works:, That wvould not
do at all,

Mr. SMITH-. Why should there be any
restriction of trade in this way?

Hon. T. Walker: It is taxation in another
f orm.

Mr, SMITH: It is. In the present irregu-
lar condition of shipping a dozen or more
cars may come to hand in a single shipment,
yet the Minister \vould not allow an importer
to get rid of his cars more rapidly than three
at a time. Let the fee be what it will, but
let there be no restriction of trade. There
should he a special number and a special
colour for each trader, but no limitation what-
ever to the multiplication of the discs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Thtere is
.no desire on my part to restrict trade. The
hon. member said he would not worry about
the amount of the fee. Suppose the fee were
fixed at £E10 or £20. The result would be
that the small dealer would not be able to
pay the fee, and so the larger dealers would
get all the business. I propose to ask the
Committee to accept two amendments. I
suggest that any dealer would find three discs
ample for his purposes. It would he inad-
visable to allow the number of discs to he
unlimited, even though each copy or dupli-
cate were paid for. :No motor car dealer in
this State employs more than three drivers to
send out with trial ears. I move an amend-
inenit-

That after "'Pounds'' in line 4 of para-
graph (b) the words "'for each disc
issued'' be inserted.
Hon. W. 0. ANG-WIK: Apparently the

Minister has brought down legislation which
he does not understand.

Mr. Nairn: I have heard that charged
agaist you.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWI; And I have ad-
mitted it. The marginal note suggests that
the clause provides for exemiptions. Yet it
would seemn that for an exemption one has
to pay a fe.

Mr. Underwood: If you get excemption on
a mine, you have to pay for it.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: Not always. In
this case certain traders are to be granted
exemption in order .that they may carry on
their business without interference. Appar-
ently the Minister does not know the differ-
ence between issuing a license and granting
exemption from a license. In effect the
Minister says to the traders, "We will ex-
empt you from the necessity f or having a
license, because your cars are out only for
trial, but in order to recoup the local author-
ity we intend to charge you a small fee for a

general identification disc." Li(ow the Minis-
ter says hie did not mean that at all.

The Minister for 'Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Hon, W. C. ANG-WIN: He now explains
that the traders will have to -pay three fees
for one disc in triplicate. He says to them,
''If you require three discs I will allow the
local authority to charge you £15 or so each
*for them." That is what the Minister has
said.

'The Minister for 'Works: I do not think
it is -unreasonable.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This is more money
than is charged for license fees for motor
cars.

The Minister for 'Works: These discs are
used on a number of cars.

Hon, IV. C. ANGWIN: If a motor car
agent only had oue disc he would use it
on more cars than one. At the same time,
hie would not use more than were required
for the purposes of carrying on his business.
This'clause will not prevent fraud or pre-
vent any of the traders from defrauding the
local authorities, as appears to have been
su~ggested. I do not know that all traders
are dishonest.

The Minister for Works: Some are,
Hlon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister is

afraid there are some thieves who trade in
motor cars and he wants-to protect the local
authorities front them.

The Mtinister for Works: Three discs are
not too nmany to pay for.

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: There should only
be payment for one.

The Minister for 'Works: We are trying to
improve the Bill.

lon. IV. C. ANG WIN: The Minister is
trying to icase the revenue to the local
authorities when there is no necessity to do
so. If the local authority can charge £5
for a tablet to a new owner of a motor ear,
that owner -will also have to pay a license
fee in addition. This is not what was in-
tended wIH. the Bill 'Was first introduced.

The Minister for Works: It says "not ex-
ceeding £5." It may only be £1.

Hon, W. 0. AINGWIN: The Minister evi-
dently thought £5 was necessary or he would
iiot he moving in that "direction now. He
should have held fast to his Bill as origin-
ally brought down on this point, but is
afraid the clause as it stands will offend
some of the local authoritier.

The Minister for Works: I ant not worry-
ing about that.

Hon. W. C. KINGWIN: The Ministei now
wants to tax the trader.

The Minister for Works: I would tax you
if I. had a chance.

Hoan, AV. C. ANGWIN: I am sorry that
remark has been made. It was my intention
to assist the Minister in dealing with this
Bill, hut he is now departing from the origi-
nal intentions of it. I hope the Committee
will do nothing to tax the trader further.
The discs should be issued at the bare coat
of doing so.

510
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Mr. NAIRN: Why is the member for
North-East Fremantle prepared to meet
three or four, or an. unlimited number, of
motor cars on the road at the one time but
Only charge the same amount of tax for the
lot as would be imposed for one?

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: These would only be
used on trial?

Mr. NAIRN: The local authorities are en-
titled to revenue from all persons who usethe roads. A car may not be sold at all
after a trial, or may be sold in some other
locality than that in which the trial was
made, and the local authority would get noth-
Ing. All that the Minister asks for is al-
ready in existence. The traders are satisfied
to pay for 0o10 or more discs, up to three,
alid to pay an amount not exceeding £5.
They are already doing so without protest.
The only voice that has been raised against
the proposal comes from the Opposition
benches.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 pon.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Committee did
not derive much enlightenment from the
impassioned speech made by the member
for Swan. The hon. member confused every
possible issue. The only object of the para.
graph is to give an exemption to licenses in
particular cases. Where traders are simply
using the discs for the purpose of effecting
a sale, they are exempt from license.

The Minister for Works: They have to pay
something.

Hon. T. WALKER:' Suppose they have;
that is provided for elisewhere. There is no
objection to a nominal charge for that, but
to make it of the character of a license is
an absurdity in view of the purpose 6f the
clause to give exemptions from the burden
of license. The member for Swan waxed
eloquent on the tearing tip of the roads by
the cars of busy traders and his vivid inuag-
inatioi\ pictured our streets absolutely
ruined by those trying to sell motor ears
and he desired that each car should pay its
proportion. He may be right, but this is
not the clause in which to include such a
proposal.

Mr. Nairn: This is the only clause which
provides that they shall pay.

in. T. WALKER: This is not.
lMr. Pickering: It mentions £5.
Hon,. T. WALKER: If the constituents of

the bon. member desired to have their par-
ticular flocks or herds dealt with so tbat
they might be protected from someone else's
stock, or so that they might be identified,
what wotild he do?

Mr. Pickering: Take out a brand.
Ron. T. WALKER: Is the brand a thing

that can be divided uip for each particular
beast? Once the lion. member has regis-
tered his brand, he has to pay for the mnanu-
facture of the implement that will impose
that brand.

Mr. Nairn: That does not apply.

Hon. T. WALKER: It does apply. The
identification disc is no more than a registered
brand or form. It is the thing that identifies
a particular trade. This paragraph is to
enable a manufacturer to have his motor
identified. The discs are to be used generally
for the whole of the stock that a trader has
for sale. This hais nothing to do withi taxa-
tion.

Mr. Nairn: What other part of the Bill
then provides for itI I am looking for infor-
mation.

Hon. T. WALKER: Judging* by the hon.
member's dictatorial speech I should not
think he needed any information.

.Mr. Nairn: What other parts of the BIll
deal with it?

Hon. T. WALKER: The other parts of the
Bill which deal -with taxation. This par-
ticular clause makes exemptions. It exempts
certain people from the necessity for a license
under certain conditions over a certain time.

Mr. 'Nairn: What is the £5 mentioned fort
Hon. T. WALKER: It is as if I wanted

to get a brand for my cattle, and for the
expenditure that is incurred a fee has to be
paid. I do not see that £5 is a fair fee.
Ond identification disc generally applied to all
the vehicles of one trader is all that is
necessary, and would be less confusing to
traffic inspectors. Why~ have three when one
is sufficient?

Mr. Pickering: But you must have three
discs of a similar design.

Hion. T. WALKER: If they are to be of
the same design, why have three V If a an
has 40 cars, he is not to be permitted to have
more than three discs. Each car should be
able to carry a disc with the trader's par-
ticular design, though he might have 40 cars
on trial at once. It is the design which dis-
tinguishes the trader, not the particular disc.
There is nothing in the clause to prevent a
trader having more tban three ears running
tinder trial at the same time. The trader
might have 40 out at once.

The Minister for Works: That is not likely.
Hon. T. WALKER: Wlhy not? Why should

we compel a muan to limit his chances of
trade?

Mr. Smith: They want him to work Cov-
emninent stroke.

Hon. P. Collier: A stop-gap on 'produce.'
Hon, T. WALKER: This is an instance of

the ''fpro duce'' policy, preventing a man from
expanding his business.-

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Hon. T. WALKER: Suppose a trader had
five cars under trial instead of three?

Hon. P. Collier: He would have to postpone
the sale of the other two for a week.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is absurd. While
the Government try to encourage private en-
terprise, though they bring' foreigners here to
do it, why should they attempt to limit trade
in this respect? I am not reading into this
clause that it is a, taxation provision, or that
the, general identification disc means another



512 [ASSEMBLY.]

form of license, or that it will be a safeguard
against fraudulent traders.

The Minister for Works: You are insinu-
ating that.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am contending
against it. This clause is purely to give ox-
eznption 'to manufacturers and traders, and
we havh no right to presume that they will
use the vehicles for other purposes than trial
when carrying the identification disc. The
argument has been used that traders are not
hoienst. That is a bogey put up in defence
of the amendment. The clause is simple and
plain, and we should not enforce a means of
taxing a trader according to the number of
cars he. an place upon the market.

Mr. PIhKINGTON: The clause is reach-
ing a state of confusion. I suggest that pro-
gress be reported so that the clause might be
drafted to carry out the Minister's inten-
tion. The claus,' Qxi , ya provide for the
issue of any disc or tablet, whereas the
amendment provides the charge for each disc
issued. This shows the confusion between
what the draftsman had in mind and what the
Minister has in mind. I believe the drafts-
mn intended, not that the local authority
should issue a disc; but that the local author-
ity should assign a distinctive type or form
of disc to the trader, and he would have the
right to use it andl, while lawfully doing so,
would be exempt from a license. This is a
very good example of the confusion which
arises from trying to draft a clause in a
Committee of the whole House.

The 'Minister for Works: If the word
"ise were altered to "assijgn"~ would not

that meet the easel
Mr. PIhKINGTON: It would be still more

confusing,, because we would then he assign-
ing three distinct designs to each trader.

Mr. PICKERING: The interpretation of
this clause given by the member for Perth
seems to me the correct one, but as regards
the fee of E5 I think the equitable basis
would be the trader's turnover.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not speaking to the amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: I cannot vote for the
amendment, because I do not think it meets
the intention of the clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know what could be more equitable than the
provision of this clause that the fee shalt
not be more than £5. The local authority
could fix the fee at as little as Is. I have
not been able to gather exactly what the
member for Kanowna is driving at. The
clause means that a dealer, having before
him the necessity of giving trials of motor
cars to customers, needs some anthorisation
to go out upon the highway, for which
purpose he cannot be expected to obtain a
license in respect of every vehicle in his
possession and therefore is to be furnished
with a tablet or disc entitling him to run on
the highway with his customer. This tablet
or disc being placed on the car shows that
the dealer has authority to use the highway
with that car. He cin use the disc or tab-

let on any car> An bon. member has asked
why tile number- should he limited to three.
Common sense tells us that the trade of no
motor dealer in Western Australia is likely
to be so large as to require him to use more
than three discs or tablets at a time.
Another member has said that the amend-
ment represents a tax upon trade, but it is
really a payment for a privilege which re-
presents an assistance to trade. To me the
clause seems all right. The words I pio-

-pose to insert express at all events my mean-
ing. If the legal members consider that the
clause is not properly expressed, that the
.Parliamentary Draftsman has not done his
business, that he has done his work so badly
as to render inadvisable his retention in the
service of the State-

Hon. W. C. Ang'win: That is not fair.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Such

being the view of the Committee, I will act
to-morrow as the delegate of hon. members
and convey to the Parliamentary Draftsman
the high opinion which, this Chamber has; ex-
pressed of his work.

Hon. P. Collier: Nonsense 1
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With a

view to postponing the further consideration
of this clause, I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Leave refused.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a pity the Min-

ister for Works should give expression to
such childish and ridiculous sentiments as
ho uttered just before sitting down. I think
that before' proceeding with the Bill' the
Committee should instruct the Ministef that
he shall not convey to the Parliamentary
Draftsman any imaginary condemnation
passed upon that officer to-night. I have
heard no condemnation whatever of the Par-
liamentary Draftsman; and in my experi-
ence 'of this Chamber I have never heard a
legal member express himself in more
courteous language on the drafting of a
clause than did the member for Perth to-
night. Speaking, f believe, on behalf of
every member of the Committee, I say that
we have every confidence in the capacity of
the Parliamentary Draftsman. The Minis-
ter says the amendment fits with his comn-
monsense view of what ought to be. Pre-
sumably the original clause also mnet with
his approval when the Bill was drafted. He
must have been wrong then, or else he is
wrong now in submitting ani amendment. I
am surprised that the Minister has moved
the amendment, which seeks to restrict
legitimate trade. He says the large trader
should pay for the privilege of running a
number of cars on the roads. But the run-
ning of the cars is not trading. The cars
are not run on the roads for hire. They are
run by way of giving prospective buyers
trials of them. it is absurd of the member
for Swan to say that the man who runs even
half a dozen cars per day for half an. hour
on the roads is causing much wear and tear
of thii roads or destroying them. Take the
ease of a man who, in conjunction with
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other business, Bells motor cars, perhaps dis-
posing of half a dozen, or fewer, in the
course of the year. Under t-his amendment
he will be called upon to pay a license fee
of £ 5, at which figure we may assume the
local governing bodies will fix the fee. That
will be the fee payable by him for running a
car on the road. On the other hand, a trader
in the City may run a motor lorry of 30,
hiorse-power all the year round for a fee of
£4 He may grind down the roads for 865
days in the year for a fee of £4, while the
man who builds a motor-ar-an industry we
should be encouraging-has to pay £5 for
the privilege of giving his car a trial on the
road., Where is the equity of a proposition
of that kind I Moreover, this is a charge
upon, turnover. The big importer, it is said,
should pay extra. WhyI Simply because
he 'has a bigger turuovcy. Why, then, do we
not proportion the charge to all ether trades
in' the same way?

Mr. Nairin: The trader who uses two ears
in tile City pays for two licenlses.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But the manufac-
turer's car is not on the sad for trade. It
is merely incidental to his business that he
runs the cdr out for a trial. The Minister,
by lia amendment, has departed from the
original intention of the clause.

The Minister f or Works: Will it satisfy
you if we give three discs for one feel
- Ron, P. COLLIER: No. We do not want
a disc at all. Take the ease of a small
manufacturer who, during three parts of the
year, sells not a single car. Then, perhaps
in one (lay, two customers walk into his. place
of business. The one hie sends out in a car
on trial, and to the other he has to explain
"I have only one disc, and it is already out.
Please come hack to-miorrow.'' Of course
the customer goes elsewhere.

Thle Minister for Works: We will let him
have three discs for one fee.

Hion. P. COLLIER: I am glad to knows
the Minister has changed his mind, but I
think he would have been well advised to
stick to the original clause.

-Mr. ALNGELO: I think the clause per-
fectly clear, but I. cannot agree with the
Mvinister ~s amendment, because it will pen-
alise trade. I will vote against the amend-
ment, and if that is lost I will move another
providing that not more than three. vehicles
shall be used on trial at the one time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One would
imagine some great principle were at stake.
After all, what we require to do is to arrive
at the meaning of tbe clause and then ascer-
tamn the desire of the Committee. Taking
the clause baphazard, I should say it means
that upon payment of a fee, a, general iden-
tification disc nan be issued to a dealer,' and
hie call use it upon as many ears as he is
trying to sell. Some might say he was only
entitled to use it on one car. If it is really
meant that it can be used on any number, I
think it would be quite safe to leave the
clanse as it stands. If, however, it is re-
qulired to reduce the number of identification
discs-and I am informed that in practice

three would be quite suffiient-we might
made it clear by substituting the word
"three" in line six. If some lion. members
think that more thi' three might be re-
quired, or that £5 would be too small a fee,
it would be simple to add words to the
effect that if any dealer requires any num.-
ber of discs over and above three, he can
obtain them at the rate of, say, £ 2 for each
additional disc.

Amendment pat and negatived.
Mr. ANGELO: I move an amendment-
* That at the end of paragraph (b) the
following be added: ''Provided that net
more than three motor vehicles shall be
used at the one time carrying soch disc or
tablet.''
Amiendmient put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause .18-Existing licenses:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move

an amendment-
That a proviso be added as follows:

''Provided that all licenses granted be-
for the comnmencement of this Act for a
period extending beyond the 30th day of
June, 1920, shall expire on that day; but
the licensee shall, on the renewal~ of his
license, receive credit for a proportionate
part of the license fee paid by him in. re-
spect of the period subsequent to the 30th
day of June.''

This amendmn t is consequential upon that
made previously.

Amendmlen~t put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 193-Traffic Inspectors:
Mr. PICKERING: It is my intention to

move an auiendmnent that in line 1 the word
''shall" be struck out and ''may'' inserted
in lien. I am opposed to the installation of
traffic inspectors by these local boards. it
will put -an additional and undue burden
upon them to insist upon their appointing
these officials.

Mr. NAIRN: I have a prior amendment
to this. It is, ''That the clause be struck
out and the following inserted in lien: "Solb-
ject to the control of the Minister this Act
shall be admnistered in so far *as it relates
to the regulation and control of traffic within
the metropolitan area and such other areas
as may from time to time be proclaimed by
the Governor, by the Commissioner of Police
nd miembers of the police force.'' I do not
desire to proceed with the. amendmnent that
is -now on the Notice Paper in my name.

Mr. Johnston: On a point of order, does
this amendmnent come up for consideration
prior to the amendment suggested b y the
meqmber for Sussexf

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Swan
intends to move that certain words which
will alter the Bill as printed he inserted. He
is quite in order.

Mr. NAIRN: I1 regret I did not have an
opportunity of placing this amendment on
the Notice Paper. The amendment is to all
intents and purposes the same as that on the
Notice Paper except that it limits the con-
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trol of the police in the metropolitan area or
such other area as may he defined. The
intention is that such local authorities jum-
mediately around the metropolitan area can
be brought uinder the control of the police.
This would make our laws fall into line with
the legislation in the Eastern States in re-
gard to the control of motor traffic. In New
South Wales traffic comes under police con-
trot hut regulations may be made by an in-
spector. In Victoria there is a motor-car Act
which is controlled entirely by the Police.
In New Sooth Wales al matters appertaining
to motors are also controlled by the police.
The motive of the Government as shown -by
thu Bill is to control mnotor traffic in this
State. The police alone have sufficient num-
bers available to administer smelh a law. I'
believe that the local authorities in. the
country, however, can deal as effectively
with the matter as the police and in some
instancees More. so.

lion. F. Collier: Why not have both!
Mr, NAIRN: The Commissioner may have

power to appoint any person as inspector
under the Act, which means that any repre-
sentative of a local body can be appointed
to the position. The police, however, should
have the master control. Without that, the
whole system would be useless.

Mr, FOLEY: Will not the hon. member
have to vote against the clause as printed if
he wishes io substitute another cause f or the
whole clause? I may point out that one
lion. member at least has an amendment to
the present clause.

The CHAMRMAN: The memnber for Swan
desires to replace an amendment on the No-
tice Paper by this one. Is that sao!

Mr. Maimn: That is my intention.
The CHAIRMAN: Then the clause must

first be voted out.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope

the matter will be fully debated. I do not
know that I abject to the amendment pro-
vided that the control throughout the State
is -vested in the pollee. I see no particular
virtue in confining it to a portion of the
State. The whole of the traffic of the State
might be regulated by the pollee.

Mr. Smith: Htow much more money would
that cost?

iThe MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mat-
ter baa heen sprung upon mce and will be
caref ally' considered. I may later on ask the
Committee to agree to report progress in
order that I may see what consequent altera-
tions are required in the Bill if this amend-
ment is carried. I prefer that the police
should control the traffic.

lIon. P. Collier: Hlow is it it is not in the
Bill. You must have preferred the local
authorities.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not be cross-examined like that. The ques-
tion is not one f or the Minister to decide
but for the Committee to arrive at the best
decision.

'Mr. FOLEY: The criticism of the leader.
of the Opposition stands for something.
Local governing bodies have considered the

Bill. It would hardly se tair to proceed
with it straightaway it we are to take the
contr-ol entirely away fronm them.

Heon. T. Walker: It is a new Bill.
The Minister for 'Works: If it is a better

till does it matter?
Air. FOLEY: If the Committee agree to

what has been proposed by the member for
Swvan, wve will do something which will alter
*the whole Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before the
Coummittee is Clause 19 -as printed.

Mr. FOLEY: That clause gives the local
authorities certain powers. The Minlister
introduced the Bill, but later on stated that
personally he is of opinion that the authority
should be taken away from the local bodies

* and transferred to the p~olice.
The Minister for Works: Stick to your

argument instead of rambling all over the
shop.

'Mr. FOLEY: I suggest- that the Minister
should postpone consideration of this clause
so as to give the local bodies an opportunity
of going' into the question.

Hon. W. C. Augnvin: No fear!
Mr. FOLEY: If that is not done we shall

bring 'Parliament into ridicule.,
The CHAIRMAN: I have already ruled

the amendment of the member for Swan out
of order.

Mr. Mraimn: The amendment I moved has
niot been ruled out of order.

The CHA IRMAN: The member for Swan
moved an amendment to Subelause 1, his de-
sire being to Strike out the subelause and to
include another reading "Subject to any ex-
penditure or modification in this Act con-
tained, the control of traffic under this Act
shall be vested in the Commissioner of
Police."I I hold that that will be an abso-
lutely new clause and cannot be dealt witb
at the present juncture by the hen. member.
The member for North-East Fremnantle has
the Chair.

Hon. WI. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Swann intimated that he wodld withdraw the
amendment for the -purpose of inserting a
new clause dealing with the control of in-
spection.

Mr. Nairn: I certainly said I would
withdraw it if the other amendment was re-
ceived.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Do I understand that
the amendment of the member for Swan has
been ruled out of order!

The CHAIRMA-N: Yes.
Hon. F. COLLIER: And that it will have

to be moved as a new clause!
The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
Ron:- F. COLLIER: May I point out that

if the Committe adopt Clause 1D as printed
then the proposal to discuss the amendment
of the member for Swan at the end of the
Bill practically debars the hen. member 's
amendment from having a fair discussion,
because we will have already adopted the
principle of traffic inspection, and it will not
be competent for the Committee to embrace
that subject. We should then have an Act
with two conflicting methods of controlling
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the traffic. 1 suggest it would be pertinent
to this clause for the hop. member to move
his amendment now. If we carry the clause
we cannot discuss the amendment to any pur-
pose at the end of the Bill. The clause as
printed and the amendment suggested by the
member for S wan offer alternative proposals
for the control- of the traffil.

Mr. FOLEY: The proper course to adopt
wvould be for the Committee to consider the
clause as it is printed and consider the
anend~ments which appear ;on the Notice
Paper, or any other amendments hion. mnem-
bers jnay wish to move. After we have con-
sidered the clause and amended it to the
point the Committee think right, it will be
competent for the Committee to vote out the
clause and substitute the amendment pro-
posed by the member for Swan.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Swan
desires to have two strings to his bow. We
can only put one construction on the' boa.
miember 'a first amendment, and it is that~ it
should replace Clause 19.

Mr. Nairn: You ruled that out of order.
The CI{AIRMvAN:- Yes; then the lion.

member immediately asked me to accept an
amendment to Subelause 1. If the hion. mem-
ber wants to amend Clause 19 or to strike
it out, it had better be discussed as it is
printed.

Hon. T. WALKER: All the hion. member
for Swan desires can be discussed on the
clause as it stands. What be desires is the
substitution of one form of control for an-other, but there can be no question that the
hon. member 'a amendment is a negation of
the clause as it stands. 'We cannot have
both. The Chairman is right in saying that
before we adopt that principle we must de-
lete the clause as it stands. The Minister has
proposed one thing in the Bill, and he can-
not depart from, it and be true to his re-
sponsibility.

The Minister for Works: If we can see
an improvement why not accept it?

Hon. T. WALKER: You cannot play
fast and loose.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: Why do you not
bring in a title and ask us to draf t the BillT

Hon. T. WALKER: Ministers are sup-
posed to bring down measures after having
properly considered them and put them into
form, and to be -ready to stand by themn.

The Minister for Works: You admit the
object of debate.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is to throw
fresh light on a question. The Minister says
this Bill is the Government's proposal and
then he says something else is his own per-
sonal proposal-quite the antithesis- of what
the Bill proposes. We begin to wonder whom
we are to hold responsible for the measure.

The Minister for Works: Cannot you dis-
cuss the proposal It is more important than
I am.

Ron. T. WALIKER: The Minister is here
to be discussed.

Mr. Nairn: Is the hon. member speaking
on the point of order?

[21]

lion. T. WALKER: .t admit, MT. Chair-
man, that I digressed to the Minister's path-
way of change, gyration and somersault. I
submit that all the principles of control can
be discussed under this measure. If the
Rouse does not like this method of control,
we can negative it and substitute another.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Swan
has an amendment on the Notice Paper. I
shall accept it.

Mr, NAIRN: It was stated that the
other evening we had discussed and decided
this question. What we discussed on the pre-
vicus occasion was the authority to collect
license fees which is an entirely different
matter from the administration of the Act.
It was decided that the local authorities
would collect the fees and issue the licenses.
This amendment deals with the control of
the measure. If the Traffic Act is to be ad-
ministered to give the best results and carry
out thIe intention of Parliament, it will be
best administered as in the other States of
the Commonwealth, by the police. I move
an amendment-

That Subelause (1) be struck out and
the following inserted in lieu: ''subject to
ny exception or modification iu this Act
contained, the control of traffic under this
Act shall ho vested in the Commisionci of
Police."I
'Mr. JOIHNSTON:. The administration of

the measure by the police in a metropolitan
area would probably be a good thing but,
when the Minister for Works suggests that
this should apply all over the State, I can
only express my amazement.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: Why would it not be
as fair in the country as in the city?

Mr. JOHNSTON: In the country police
control would be funtile and ;impractidable
unless the force were increased 1001 per cent.
We have a fair police staff in the metropoli-
tan area, but ini the country districts many of
the large road board areas have -no police at
all. It is amazing that the Minister should
seriously suggest taking the admninistration
out of the hands of the secretary of the road
board who lives in the district and knows
every vehicle iii it. Take the district east of
Narrogin. We have the Roe and Corrigin
roads boards which have a sec-retary and offi-
cials, but there is no policeman in either. In
the districts west of the Great Southern rail-
way we have Cuballing, West Arthur, Mar-
radong, and 'Wandering road boards all ad-
joining and having a'secretary but not one
.policeman resident in either of those dis-
tricts. It is waste of time to ask the Com-
mittee to consider the amendment. The local
authorities have proper organisation to do
this work. The residents of the districts
mentioned are orderly and have made no
complaint of the lack of police protectioni.
The road board secretaries have boon doing
this work for years and now we are asked to
take the administration of the measure out
of their hands and put it in the hands of
police who live 50 or 100 miles away.
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The Minister for Mines: No one suggested
that.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Minister for 'Works
suggested it.

The Minister for Works: I want one or
the other to control the Act.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Police administration
might be' efficient in the metropolitan area
but would be unsuitable for the country. If
this duty is taken from the road board secre-
taries, a large proportion of their work
would be gone and there would he no justifi-
cation for them drawing their present
salaries.

Mr. MALIEY: Even in the districts where
there are resident police, they are occupied
with their own duties. For days and even
weeks at a time, they nre absent from their
headluarters collecting stock and crop sta-
tistics, etc. The member for Swan (Mr,
Nairn) wishes to deprive local authorities of
a considerable portion of their revenuie by
proposing to pay the police 10 per cent. for
doing the work. I thought one of the main
principles underlying the Bill was the eirten-
sion of local government. Thstead of that,
the anmendmnent will restrict local government.
I oppose the amendment.

Hon. W. C. ANG-WIN: The police should
take some share in administering this mea-
sure and I suggest adding that it shall be
the duty of every police officer to aid and
assist inspectors in -the exercise and dis-
charge of their duties sand, if commanded by
the Commissioner of Police, they shall have
all the powers of an inspector under this
Act. This would relieve the local authari,
ties in the metropolitan area, but the in-
spectors of the local authorities could assist
the police a good deal.

Mr. roley: They do so now.
Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN: Yes. The member

for Swan (Mr. Nairn) desires that the offi-
cers of the local authority shall have no say
in the control of traffic. If the police take
full control of the tra.11c of Pertli alone, the
Minister will require another £2,000 on his
estimates.

The Minister f or Mines: We do it now.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The police only

attend to certain crossings and that work
costs £1,500 to £2,000 a year.

The Minister for Works: Why should not
the city of Perth pay for -it?

11on. W. C. ANGWIN: The city authori-
ties do pay in other parts of the world. The
Minister has not dealt fairly with the Com-
mittee in that he has not given information
regarding the practice in other States. In
the Eastern States the whole of the fees
collected go to the Government. The Min-
ister for Mines said it should be so here.
but the other States give subsidies towards
the muaintenance of roads. My own prefer-
ence in this matter is for a joint control
by the police and by the inspectors.

The Minister for Mines: That would mean
that the police would have to obey the in-
structions of the inspectors.

Hion. W. C. ANGWVIN: No-; the police
would assist the inspectors; the two authori-

ties would work in conjunction. I am really
surprised at the action, of the Minister in.
charge of this Bill. He embraced the amend-
mneut as soon as it was moved. But Minis-
tars are paid to consider Bills before the
measures comne into this Chamber. The local
authority is the licensing authority, and in
many instances the inspector would be the
liensing officer; anld he would then have
every opportunity of knowing whether the
applicant for a license was fit to be licensed,
I hope the Comimittee -will vote the aniend-
ment down.

Mr. FOLEY: I hope the Committee will
not carry the amendment, in view of the
argument of the member for Williams-War-
rogin as to what the road boards are doing.
In Perth the police are not at -present doing
the work of traffic regulation. They assist
the traffic inspectors appointed by the local
authorities. Th lese inspectors do excellent
work. If that work were placed solely in
the hands of the police, who would adminis-
ter it? The Commissioner of Police. If so,
through whom would the Commissioner ad-
minister it? Through police constables. I
have every respect for police conistables,
but for the administration of the traffic
laws of this city greater opportunity for
study of the subject is necessary than would
be available to a luau with the multiplicity
of duties assigned to a police constable. The
vehicular traffic of the city of Perth is con-
trolled quite as well as the vehicu~lar traffic
of any other Australian city. In Sydney the
police have sole control of traffic regulation,
and one of the questiohs to be fought at the
next State election in New- South Wales will
be whether the police are to have anything
further to do with traffic. The position in
Sydney arose out of pique on the part of a
Minister introducing a traffic Bill in the
New South Wales Parliament. Here we
seem to be running a similar risk. Control
by the police wholly and solely, will mean
less effective control than by the local au-
thority and the police jointly

Mr. ROBINSON: While the city of Perth
is very ably served by its trhffic inspectors,
it has to be borne in mind that the metro-
politan area comprises not only the city of
Perth but probably a total of 20 local au-
thorities. The metropolitan area covers the
ground running from the Darling Range to
the ocean. I have been a member of a local
authority for many years past, and my ex-
perience has taught me that where the local
authority has power to prosecute for a
thing, and the police have that power also,
the polippe invariably refuse to exercise their
power, saying to the local authority, "'You
do it; we will not do it.'' It is the regular
principle with the police. Therefore, if we
give dual control to the police and the local
authorities as suggested, we shall be wast-
ing time, for the local authority will be
called upon to carry it out, 'or alternatively
it will not he carried out at all

Mr. Harrison: How will you do in the
country districts?
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Mr. ROBINSON: W/e could define the dis-
tricts. I am inclined to agree with the re-
mnarks of the member for Wiliams-Narro-
gint, in whose constituency there are no
police at all. I merely ask that there shall
he no dual control. There is no country in
the world that exceeds England for its ad-
ministration of the traffic, which in London.
is the wonder of the world. Even here in
Perth, where the constables do regulate the
traffic, it is very creditably done. But if
we are to have a continuation of the system
under which a motor user does not know
who his authority is, whether the police or
the local authority, the position will be most
difficult. If we allow local auithorities gen-
erally to administer the Act, no two of them
will administer it in the same way. Again,
the motor user, in passing through country
districts, will not know who his authority
may be. The local authorities have no cen-
tral head]. hut the police have, and the road
user will know that the police constitute his
authority. We propose to give very drastic
powers, and therefore those powers should
be controlled through one head. In respect
of country districts where there are nio
police it should be possible hy proclamation
to say that the local authbrity may adminis-
ter the Act. The question for us to solve
just now is as to whether we want police
control or control by the local authority, and,
further, whether we &esire that in certain
districts there should be some of each. If
we make up our minds as to the principle
to be adopted, the Minister could then have
the clause recast by the Parliamentary
draftsman. Let us first settle the principle of
whether there shall be joint control or single
control. I have an amendIment which I should
like to move, but I am afraid it should come
at the end of the clause. Assuming the
clause were passed somewhat in its present
form, I would move at the end of the clause
to add the following words, "Provided that
within the metropolitan area the regulation
and control of traffic shall he administered
solely by the Commissioner of Police and the
members of the police force."

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What with
handing over powers to the Federal Govern-
weont and powers to the local authorities,
presently there will be nothing whatever for
the State Government to do. lHon. meibbers
are apt to lose sight of. the fact that under
e-xisting condition the Perth city council
absolutely controls the traffic not merely in
the city but in the metropolitan - area ]Re-
cently they imposed a bicycle tax of gs. 6/I.
and straightaway every other local authority
in the metropolitan area, had to do the same.
If the Perth city council makes a provision
iii regard to motor lamps all other local au-
thorities have to follow suit. To-day the
control and regulation of the traffic in the
metropolitan area is vested in the city coun-

Ron. W. C. Anguin: There is no bicycle
tax in East Fremantle, at all events,

The MINISTER FOR MINES. Wo have
in Perth a method of handling traffic whic~h

in a bigger city woula. result in the killing
off of half the people. Fancy passing over
a busy crossing at four miles an hour I If
a doctor happens to leave his car in certain
parts of the city area to perform an opera.

Ition, he has to leave the operation half way
th rough and go out and remove his car 10
yards to avoid being ined.

Mr. Foley: Quite right too.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Listen to

the city father! In the metropolitan area
there should be one authority; to-day it is
the city council, but in my opinion it should
be the police. There is no sugg~stion. in the
amendment proposed by the member for Can-
ning that the police should frame the traffi
by-laws; it is proposed merely that the
by-laws and regulationi of the traffic
shall be Under their control. It is
difficult to follow all the changes made by
the city council to their by-laws. People
who do not -live within the city area have
to be familiar with the city by-laws,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have not read
the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pro-
per body to control the traffic in the metro-
politan, area is the police. Further, the Gov-
ernment should be the body to collect the
fees. We have not provided for this be-
cause it would not be accepted.

Mr, Smith: What would be the extra cost
if the police controlled the traffic?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not more
than it is now. We do not want men slink-
ing round behind a cab in order to catch
someone who is breaking a by-law.

Mr. Smith:- The pollee themnselves do
things like that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At the
direction of the city council.

Hon. P. Collier: If we had a senasible
city council, things would be very different.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest that the councillors do not perform
their duties as well as 'can be expected. The
tra~ffic in Perth requiires careful handling.
It is becoming more congested every year
and the city council, in their efforts to con-
trol it, are making by-laws which -render the
position more difficult. If the Melbourne 'au-
thomities insisted on traffic moving over
crossing at a rate of four miles an hour,
what would happen there? There would be
endless congestion. InL Melbourne, as soon
as the "alil clear'' is given, traffic has to
move along quickly, and, if any of it- lags,
a policeman soon hurries it up. Attention
semims to be devoted here more to the man
who drives a motor car than: to the observ-
ance of the rules of the road. If a man has
a wrong light on his motor lea; he is apt
to ho brought before the beak by foggy
White.

Mr. Foley: You are absolutely wrong in
running down the by-laws.

The MINISTER F OR MINES: Where the
inspector should be giving attention to the
duties generally, he pays too much attention
to only one aspect of them. lIt is absurd to
stipulate that a doctor's car shall not he
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allowed to stand for more than 10 mhinutes.
in front Of premises in Perth. The result is
that a doctor has to run out in the middle
of an operation or 'interrupt a consultation
in order to move his ear along 10 yards.

Mr. Foley: it is a fine point to take the
cnse of a doctor.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1I do0 not
think so. We' are continually talking about
the authority of local governing bodies and
we neglect to realise that, in the metropoli-
tan area, we look to the police to enforce
the traffic regulations. Imagine two inspec-
tors in Perth being able to efficiently con-
trol the traffic. The 'y could not do0 it.

Mr. Foley: They supply the brains and
thle police do the work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
not like to suggest that there is not at man
in the police force who 'has not more brains
than the inspectors. Tt is evident now who
push the city council in the matter of their
by-laws. Instead of their by-laws being the
outcome of a deliberative body, the council
are pushed by two inspectors because one
of the civic fathers admits the inspectors
have all the brains. We have to make laws
to suit the general public and not the city
council inspectors.

Haol. P. Collier: What about giving three
cheers for the inspectors?
I The MINISTER FOR MINES: A man

who can get out of working on a busy day
has brains.

Mr. Foley: You ought not to say that.
The MIISTER FOR MINES: I am say-

ing what is correct; the bon. member cannot
deny it. If the man in question was in the
police force, he would have to work on Sat-
urdays.

Mr. Foley: He has to make up for it in
other ways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As we call
upon thle police in the metropolitan area to
do the work, we should give them some an-

thority. At present 'w do not. I object
to the attitude of the member I or North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) in wishing to
hand over the police force to the two inspec-
tors of the city council.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not suggest that.
The MvINISTER FOR MINES: That

would be the effect of the bon. member's
proposal. The people who use the roads
should be considered and they are not con-
siciered. I wish to see the authority placed
in the hands of those who do the work,
namlely, the police force and not the city
council alone. The police undoubtedly con-
trol the traffic in the metropolitan area. The
member for Canning (Mr. Robinson) knows
that, no matter what by-laws the Perth Road
Board makes, he, as a mnotorist, has to bear
in mind the Perth city council by-laws. If
the Perth city council impose a license fee

on bicycles, peole living outside the city
have to Pay the license to the Perth council
before they can enter the city.

ffon. W. C. ANGrWIN: It is interesting
how cue Minister after another demon-
strates by his remarks that he does' Dot know

the Bill. The Bill provides that the Govern-
ment, and not the local authorities, shall
make the by-laws and regulations, and any
by-law of a local authority at present in
force will cease to exist. Therefore, the by-
law relating to doctors' motors will not
apply. The Minister for Mines who controls
the police believes in giving them full con-
trol, of traffic. Under the by-laws made by
the Government, not by the local authorities,
niembers of the 'police force may exercise
such powers and perform such antics of in-
spectors, with certain exceptions, as the
Commissioner of Police may, by a general
special order published in the ''Gazette,''
think fit.

Mr. Foley: The Minister for Mines has
not read the Bill.

Hotn. P. Collier: For one who hane not read
the Bill he has done fairly well. -

Mr. Smith: He should certainly be able
to give an unbiassed opinion.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not believe
there is a local authority in. the metropolitan
area outside the Perth city council who
would object to the police taking control of
the traffic, especially if the fines from prose-
cutions are to go to the Government. The
Perth city council would doubtless object if
the fines were still to go to their* revenue.
Some of the offences for which people have
been fined have been very paltry indeed.
I did not suggest that the police should be
under the' local authority. If the Govern-
ment instructed the Commissioner to issue
the powers according to Subclause 4. we
would impose the duty on the police of as-
sisting the inspectors. The Commissioner
can please himself wvhether he issues the
powers Or not. If the clause stands as
printed, the police would control the traffic
with tbb assistance of the local inspectors.

The Minister for Mines: Your reading
means that we should have to comply with
the behiests of the inspectors.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The police should
assist the local inspectors to carry out the
duties.

The Minister for Mines: That would be
under the' inspectors' directions.

Hon. -W. C. ANOWIN: Sometimes it is
necessary to call for police assistance. At
pres~t there is no necessity for the Coal-
missioner to issue powers which the Act en-
titles him to do. The Minister and the
members for Swan and Canning object to
the additional inspectors of the local autho-
iies on the ground that there would be
dual control. The regulations will be made
by the Minister.

The Minister for Works: This discussion
has been so lengthy that I fear I shall never
get a chance to make them.

Eon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Minister must
.admit that half a dozen inspectors would be
better than two. We are fighting for the Bill
which th, Minister has introduced, but the
Minister will not help to pass his, own mea-
sure. The Government claim to have been
considering this Bill for three years; but 1
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hope that in future Ministers will rend Bills
before they bring thenm down.

Mr. PICKERING: I join with the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle in regretting
thlat Ministers have not given sufficient con-
sideration to this measure. The addendum
suggested by the' member for Canning ia one
that might well be made.

Hon. W. C. Augsviu: It is not necessary;
it is already 'I the Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister for Rail-
ways denies that. I shall support control by
local authorities in outside districts, and
control by the police in the metropolitan
area- The Minister might report progress
,with a view to submitting a new clause.

Amendment put and ntegatived.

Mr. ROOKE: I move an amendment-
That in Subelause 2, paragraph (a), the

words "'grant"' and '"issue" be struck
out with a view to the insertion, in
their respective places, of "issue'' and
''dgranit.''

The parngraph puts the cart before the
horse. The words "grant'' and.."issue"
should be reversed as regards their order.
If the local authority appoints the inspector,
it should be the body to grant the license,
and the inspector should issue it. Under
the Bill the local authority is to take the
responsibility of legal action, but it should
not have that responsibility if it is deprived
of the power to grant licenses.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. DAVIES: Is it clear that an inspector

may without authorisation from the local
body take any legal proceedings$

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The local body must
give hitu authority.

Mr. DAVIES: That means taking the re-
sponsibility away from the local authority
and placing it on the shoulders of the in-
spector.

Mr. JOHTNSTON: I move an amend-
In P1t-

That in Suhelause 2 the following be
added to paragraph (b): ''or for any
breach of thea regulations thereunder.".

The secretary of the road beard would have
11o poe to prosecute a man for not paying
a license fee, because non-payment of a,
license fee is not an* offence as defined by
this measure. Hence. the necessity for my
amendmnent.

Mr. FOLEY: The question raised hy the
member for Willbais-Narrogin is one that
would be dealt with in the regnlati~is.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the need: for
this amiendment? Would it do any goad?

Mr. JONSTON: Under the existing law
the secretary of a road board has not power
to prosecute, though the police have that
power, and the members of the road hoard
also have it. My amendmnent will make it
clear that the traffic inspector can prosecute.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The clause as it
stands will give that power to anyone an-
thorised to prosecute under this measure, be-
cause the measure includes the regulations.

Mr. Johinston: But the nan-payment of a
license fee is a breach, and not an offence.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Is there a distinction
between a breach of the Actt and an offence
against the Act?

Mr. Johnston: Yes. Offences are defined.
Huon. P. COLLIEA: Can the Minister en-

lighten the Committee on the point?
Amendment put and paissed.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-

tileit-

That the following be inserted at the
beginning of Subelause 4: "It shall be
the duty of every police officer to aid and
assist inspectors in the exercise and dis-
charge of their powers and duties, and)'

Tihe police authorities do this now, but I
think it necessary to have the matter set out
definitely in the Bill. I have copied the
exact words of an amendment wh ich line
already been passed on two occasions.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. ROBINSON: I move an amendment-

That in line 1 of Subelaniso 7, after the
word "iseco, the words "~appointed
under this Act or the regulations here-
nder, not being a member of the police

force'' be added.
.My desire is to avoid dual control.

Mr. FOLEY: Suppose this addition is
made and the proposed amendment is not
carried, what iiU be the position!

Mr. Robinson: It will not do any harm
to the Bill.

Mr. FOLEY: 'It will make the clause a
ridiculous one.

Amendment pu~t and passed.
.On mnotion by Mr. Rnbinson, the sub-

clause was fntther amended by the addition
of the word "eecsd after ''has" in
line four.

Mr. ROBTNSON: T. move a further amend-
01ent-

That the following proviso be added
to the elause-"J Provided that within the
metropolitan ar-ea the regulation and con-

*trol of traffic. shall be administered solely
by the Commissioner of Police and mem-
hers of the police force."
Mr. Brown : What is the definition of

"imetropolitan area"?
Mr. ROBINSON: I will have to follow

up the amendment with a definition of
"metropolitan area.''

Eon. P. Collier: That can be defined by
regulation.

Mr. ROBINSON: I will add to the pro-
viso the words "as shall be defined by regu-
lation.II

Mr. FOLEY: I oppose the amendment
for the reason that it will prove very costly
to the State. If Ministers have not been
unanimous in regard to any other portion of
the Bill, they have been unanimous on the
point that £1,500 a year is, being paid to
supervise traffic in the city. Has one word
'been said about the cost, if the whole of the
metropolitan area is taken in0 The matter
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has not been given one moment's considera-
tion, The Minister first said that the local
authorities should have full charge but as
soon as opposition was advanced to that pro-
posal he declared that personally he thought
the police should have control. lion, mem-
bers have been treated with scant courtesy
by the Minister. In those cities of Australia
where the police have control of areas the
Government pay a certain subsidy to those
areas; they pay no subsidies to any mumi-
cipaity within the metropolitan area. That
being so, one would have thoughit it would be
the idea of the Government to economise
still further and that they would have ad-
vanced the argument as to how much better
the Act could be administered by the pollee.
No one has suggested how that could be
brought about. The question of cost is what
we should consider at the present time and
that has not been considered. Another thing
of value is that the Act will not be admie-
istered as well under the conditions of the
proposed amendment. There arc certain
regulations governing traffic and some of
them, to my mind, are absolntely wrong in
principle, and certainly there arc nmnny that
arc wrong in detail. But that cannot be
used as an argnment against control by local
authority and as an argument in favour of
police control. There is nothing in the Bill
to give the local authority a vestige of power
in the Way of making regulations. If regu-
lations are to be made they will be made by
the Government, and if it is costing £1,500
a year to administer them now, it will cost
over £5,000 to admiiiister them in the city
of Perth alone. Many people think that the
Perth city council inspectors have a glorious
time and do nothing. Those men do really
good work and are responsible for the
safety of the traffic in Perth.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: T think they are
most concerned about getting additional rev-
enue through -fines.

Mr. FOLEY: Very few -fines are im-
posed. Some of the breaches of the Traffic
Act would bring in more revenue than they
do if the magistrates would but take a pro-
per view of the offences. The Perth city
~onci controls the pedestrian as well as the

vehicular traffic. If certain sections of the
traffic are to be brought under the police,
why not take the lot!

The Minister for Mines: The council will
still get the fees, so I think you had better
accept this as ajicompromise.

Mr. FOLEY: We will not get as good
inspectionl under the poiE asinder the
city council and, in adiono, thke traffic will
not be as safe as it is under the local auth-
ority.

H1on. WV. 0. ANGWIN: Apparently the.
general opinion is that the police should take
control in the metropolitan area. I think all
the control necessary is provided in Subelause
4. If the.Minister desires to have police in-
spectors they can be appointed, and the in-
spctors under the local authority can assist
them.

*Mr. PILIKING TON: I oppose the amend-
int, which would put the regulation of the
traffic iii the metropolitan area solely under
the police. Apart from my not agreeing with
the principle, .I thinkc the amendment should
not be thrown at the Committee suddenly
without opportunity being afforded for con-
sidering its effect in relation to the rest of
the Bill. The Bill puts the control of these
matters in the hands of the local authority.
We are now asked in a moment to decide
that there shall be included a provision pro-
viding that the whole of the control of the
traffic of the metropolitan 'area shall be in
the hands of the police. No one can say
off band what the effect of that provision
will he. It is a most extraordinary place
in which to put the amendment, for the
regulation of traffic is dealt within the next
part of the Bill, Part ITV. If such a pro-
viso is to be inserted, I suggest that we have
some opportunity of considering its. effect,
which may be very far-reaching. I see no
reason why the control of traffic should not
remain in the hands of the local authorities,
As it was contemplated it would he when the
Bill was brought down. It puts the Com-
mittee in a difficult position for the Govern-
muent to introduce a Bill providing for the
control of traffic to he in the hands of the
local authorities and then suddenly ask us
to agree to a provision that that control in
the metropolitan area should be taken out
of the hands of the local authority.

Mr. FOLEY: When the Traffic Bill was
previously before the House, some of the
members who now support control by the
police voted against that principle.

Mr. Smith: Who were they?
Mr. FOLEY: The Minister for Mines for

one.
The Minister for Mines: took at the ex-

perience I have gained since.
Mr. FOLEY: Every member of 7the Scad-

dan Government favoured the local authori-
ties having control, and not one of them
has told ire why he has changed his opinion.

Hon. P. Collier: I hav6 lost faith in the
city council since.

Mkir: ROBINSON: The proposed police
control was suggested by the Member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn) immediately after tea,
and has not been sprung upon the House at
the eleventh hour. The member for Swan
has antic-ipated one of the objections of the
umember for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) by pro-
posing that 10 per cent, of the license fees
collected shall be paid to the police for
their services.. It may also be necessary to
consider the dlestination of th 'e fines for
off ences. Presumably they will go to the
Government and be credited to the pollee.
My amendment goes to the root of the
whole matter and stipulates that control in
the metropolitan area shall be by the police,
as in the case of every metropolitan area in
the world except Perth.
. Mr. SMITH: The member for Canning
(Mr. Robinson) should have mentioned that
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the police in the Old Country are under the
control of the local authorities. That puts
a very different complexion on the matter.
Hlere the police are under the control of the
Government. I

Mr. Robinson: Surely you do not approve
of control 'by the city council.

111r. SMITH:. We are entitled to have
from the Mtinister in charge of the -Bill very
good reasons for departing from the present
system., 2Xo such reasons have been given by
any tueniher and, until they are forthcoming,
I shall support adiuiistenation by the local
authorities. One reasoin why we should not
appoint the police is that it will entail in-
creased eost to the country.

The Minister for Mines: There will be no
increased cost.

Mr. SMITH: We have heard similar state-
ments before.

lion. W. C. Anugwiii: It will cost £5,000.
Mr. SMITH: The police' control of the

trafle at four points in the City is costing
£1,560 per annum. If the control of the
metropolitan area is placed in the hands of
the police-

The Minister for Mineis: You do not sug-
gest that a policeman would be stationed at
every cornerI

Mr. SMITH:L No.
'Ron. NV. 0. Angwin:- Three will be re-

quired at Fremantle. .
The Minister f or Mines: Where are -the

inspectors stationed at present?
'Mr. SMITH: They move all over the

place. If the police adiminister the Act,
greatly increased cost will be incurred. If
the assistance of the police is required, power
is given under Clauses 4 andS5.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The 'Minister 'for Works
do es not suipport the amendment.

Mr. SMITH: He is supporting every
amucndmentf which is being proposed. ,Offi-
cers specially appointed to carry out this
work are more likely to do it efficiently than
are policemen, who have a hundred and one
other duties to perform. I trust the ameand-
ment will-n6t be carried.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-.

Ayes . 20
Noes . .. 14

Majority for .. 6

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir

Angelo
Draper
Duff
Duracc
George
Grifflthfs
Harrison
Mlckmott-
Johnston
H. B. Lefroy

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M~r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Brown
Atr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey

NOS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Amendment thus passed.

Munile
Pllkington
Rocks
Smith
Troy
Wlloockr
O'Loghlen

(Tolimr.)

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Progress reported.

MESSAGE-ASSENT TO SUPPLY
BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read assenting to Supply Bill (No. 1),

Rousev aidjourned at 10.59 p.m.
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The PRESIDEN\T took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

- URGENCY MOTION-RAILWAY TRUCKS
SHORTAGE9.

Maley Hlon. A. H. PANTON (West) [4.351: I
Money wish to miove- the adjournment of the House
Nairn on a matter of urgency.
Pickering The PRESIDENT: I have received a
Please commniciation from the hon. member stating
Robinson that he wishes to bring under the notice of
Seaddan the Chamber a matter of urgency regarding
Teesdale the shortage of railway trucks at Fremantle.
willmott The urgency of this matter requires testi-
Hardwick maony by fonr members rising in their places

(Teller.) in -support thexreof.
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